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1^0  ON  after  the  lafl:  European  peace -many  of  the  king’s 
fubjedls  in  the  provinces  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Penn- 
fylvania  apprehended,  that  as  the  P'rench  were  removed  from  the 
lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  Indians  were 
then  in  a  pacific  difpofitlon,  they  might  with  propriety  make 
fettlements  on  the  fertile  country  over  the  Allegany  mountains  king  eacou*. 

<,  r  *11  7v1*  IJl-  7'*^  *7  7^7  raged  fettkments  on  the 

and  efpecially  as  the  late  king  had,  by  an  order  m  counctly  dated  lands  owr  the  AHegan^ 

the  6th  of  Auguft  1754,  and  by  his  inJlruSimis  to  the  governor 

of  Virginia,  the  ereateft  encouragement  to  all  per  Cons  o/Aupn  1754,  remit- 

o  o  o  c>  1  ^  ^  t\n%theconfideratiou-mo- 

jloould  fettle  over  the  Allegany  mountains^  by  not  only  exempting  neyandquu-rentsQVii^x^ia. 

thefe  lands  from  any  purchafe-money  whatfoever,  and  from 

quit-rent  for  ten  years',  but  by  extending  his  royal  confirmation 

to  two  a6ts  of  affembly  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  exonerating 

all  fuch  fettlers  from  the  payment  of  public  county  or  par ijh 

faxes  or'\  levies  for  ffteen  years  I" 

In  the  year  1762,  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  finding  that  in  1762,  the  Indian* 

their  country  lying  over  the  Allegany  mountains  was  fettling  dJ^a‘y 

faf,  although  they_  bad  they  made  ftrong  reprefen- ^ 

rations  to  Sir  William  Johnfon,  the  king’s  agent  for  Indian 
affairs,  and  to  the  refpedive  governors  of  Virginia,  Maryland, 
and  Pennfylvania,  againfi:  fuch  fettlements,  and  threatened  to 
commence  hoftilities,  if  a  flop  was  net  put  to  fuch  unwarrant¬ 
able  praftices. 

In  Odober  176^,  the  kins:  Ifiued  his  proclamation,  forbid- in  oaober  1763,  the 

•  r  A.'  j.  king  prohibits  the  fettle- 

ding  his  governors  m  North  America  from  “  granting  warrants  ment  of  lands  over  the 
«  of  furvey,  or  paffing  patents  for  any  lands  not  ceded  to  the  king, 

“  or  purchafed  from  the  Indians,  beyond  the  heads  or  fources 
“  of  any  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
»  from  the  wefl  ornorth-wefi,  or  upon  any  lands  whatever',  '■■"btch, 

**  not  having  been  ceded  to  the  king,  or  purchafed  by  him,  as  c^ore"^ 

“  faid,  are  referved  to  the  faid  Indians,  or  any  of  them," 
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aforcfaid  ads  of  affembly  of  Virginia,  fo  confirmed 
tains,  notwithftanding  by  thc  king,  dud  eucourdgtng  the  fettlenient  of  lands  over  the 

mountains,  by  exempting  the  fettlers  from  all  taxes  for 
fifteen  years,  remaining  in  force  ; — and  great  numbers  of  people 
availing  themfelves  of  the  fpirit  and  intention  of  thefe  ads, 
continued  to  remove  thither,  notwithftanding  the  proclamation 
ofOdober  1763. 

fpeecTtoThe^st^^^^^^  ^7^4^  the  king  had  it  in  contemplation  to  pur- 

tions,  at  a  congrefs  held  chale  a  boundary  line^  from  the  Six  Nations  \  and  Sir  William 

?76'l?5n  "efped  acquainted  them,  at  a  congrefs  held  at  Johnfon-hall  in 

boundary  line,  April  1 765,  that,  ‘‘  to  put  an  end  to  difputes  betvt^een  his 

people  and  the  Indians  concerning  lands,  and  to  do  them 
ftrid  jufticej  the  king  had  fallen  upon  the  plan  of  a  boundary 
between  our  provinces  and  you,  (which  no  white  man  fl: all 
dare  to  invadej  as  the  befi:  and  furefi:  method  of  ending  fuch 
like  difputes,  and  fiecuring  your  property  to  you,  beyond  a  pofi- 
^  fibility  of  diflurbancer 


<c 


500  families  fettled,  In 
3765,  o’ver  the  Allegany 
mountains,  and  on  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio. 


In  1765,  many  hundred 
families  were  alfo  fettled 
ever  the  mountains  cn 
Green-briar  ri’ver.  See. 
and  a  large  detachment 
of  the  militia  was  that 
year  fent  to  remove  them  j 
hut  it  returned  urfucceJJ- 
ful  j  as  colonel  George 
Mercer,  now  in  London, 
■can  leftify. 


In  1765,  at  leaft  five  hundred  families  had  feated  themfelves 
on  Redfione  Creek,  Cheat  River,  and  Monongehela,  near  to  the 
river  Ohio;  and  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1768,  Major  Wil¬ 
liam  Trent  (who  is  now  in  London)  fays,  that  thefe  families 
had  then  made  as  good  improvements,  and  planted  as  much  land 
as  any  farmers  in  Cumberland  county  in  Pennfylvania — And  fe- 
veral  hundred  families  were  likewife  in  1765  fettled  on  Green- 
briar  river  and  other  branches  of  the  Big  Kenhawa ;  which 
occafioned  the  late  governor  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Fauquier,  to  fend 
that  year  a  large  detachment  of  the  militia  to  remove  thefe  fettlers, 
as  he  apprehended  their  continuance  at  thofe  places,  over  the 
mountains,  was  contrary  to  the  proclamation  of  Odober  1763; 
but  they  refufed  to  be  removed,  and  alledged,  that  they  went 
thither,  not  only  in  confequence  of  the  king’s  inflrudiions  to 
the  governor  of  Virginia,  but  of  encouragements  from  both  the 
king  and  the  legiflature  of  that  colony. — They  remained  on  their 
plantations  during  all  the  laf  Indian  war,  and  defended  them- 
iclves  againfi  the  incurfions  of  the  Indians ; — and  the  prefident 
of  Virginia  writes  to  the  earl  of  Hillhorough,  on  the  i8th  of 

Od:ober  1770,  that  “  the  people  are  fiill  continuing  to  fettle 
thefe  lands.” 


In  17^6,  the  Indians, 
not  being  paid  for  thelf 
lands  encroached  on,  ki’lm 
ed  feverai  of  the  king’s 
fubjefts,  and  threatened 
a  general  war,  on  that 
account. 


T766. 

A  detachment  was  font 
from  Fort  Pitt  to  re¬ 
move  the  fettlers  from 
Red-Jlone  Creek,  (Sfe, 

It  returm  unjuccejsful. 
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In  1766,  the  king’s  fubjeds  perfiding  to  fettle  over  the 
Allegany  mountains,  and  the  Indians  not  being  paid  for  their 
lands,  as  they  expelled  they  fiiould  have  been,  in  virtue  of  the 
propofed  boundary  line,  and  of  Sir  William  Johnfon’s  liaeech  to 
them,  in  April  1^6 became  turbulent,  killed  kvcxdX  of 
the  king’s  fiibjeds,  and  denounced  z  gmtYdl  war  againfi:  the  middle 
colonies ; — wherefore  to  appeafe  them,  and  to  avoid  fuch  a  gene¬ 
ral  public  calamity,  a  detachment  from  the  42d  regiment  of  foot 
u'as  fent  from  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Pitt  to  remove  the  fettlers 
at  Red-fone  Creek,  ^c,  but  the  endeavours  and  threats  of  this 
detachment  proved  inelfedlual,  and  they  returned  to  the  garrifon 
without  being  able  to  execute  their  orders. 

In  December  1766,  the  houfe  of  burgeffes  of  Virginia  The  aflembiy  of  virgi- 
folved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  and  reprefentation  fhould  be 

^  .  r,  r  ‘  r  t  ^  ^  reprefent,  that 

prelented  to  nis  majeity,  letting  forth,  that,  tn  confeqiience  would  be  greatly  for 
i be  royal  inftrudlions,  and  of  encouragement  given  hy  A 

oi  \h2it  colony ,  to  promote  fettlements  on  the  voaters'fff 
of  the  Mififippi,  fundry  perfons  had  formerly,  at  great  expence 
and  trouble,  tranfplanted  themfelves  from  other  parts,  and  fettled 
on  thefe  lands,  and  that  it  would  be  greatly  for  his  majeffs  fer- 
vice  and  the  interef  of  Virginia,  to  continue  encouragements  for 
promoting  fettlements  on  all  the  lands  fituated  between  Pennfylva- 
nia  to  the  north,  the  river  Ohio  to  the  wef,  and  North  Carolina 
to  the  fouth. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1767,  great  numbers  of  families  in  1767,  great  numbers 
continued  to  migrate  from  the  provinces  of  Virginia, 
and  Pennfylvania,  to  the  lands  over  the  Allegany  mountains,  as 
the  king’s  orders  were  daily  expedfed,  by  Sir  William  Johnfon, 
to  complete  the  purchafe  of  the  boundary  line  with  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions,  which  he  had  begun  in  April  1765. 

On  the  4th  of  Aiiguft  1767,  the  houfe  of  burgeffes  of  the  co- The  colony  of  virginu 
lony  of  Virginia  tranfmitted  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  relative 
theyettlement  of  the  country  over  the  Allegany  mountains',  and 
Montague,  their  agent,  delivered  the  fame  to  the  lords  for  trade 
and  plantations  the  latter  end  of  that  year. — The  houfe  reprefented 
in  their  addrefs,  “  That  by  infrudlions  from  your  majefty’s  royal 
“  grandfather,  of  glorious  memory,  to  his  governor  of  this  do- 

B  2  minion. 


[  4  J 


minibiT,  and  by  fever al  aBs  of  affembly^  encouragements  were 
‘‘  given  to  perfons  who  Jhould fettle  to  the  wefward  of  the  ridge 
of  mountains,  dividing  the  rivers  Ranoke,  James,  and  Pc- 
**  tomack,  from  the  waters  of  the  Miffiffippi ;  as  by  peopling  of 
that  country,  not  only  the  export  trade  to  Great  Britain,  efpe- 
cially  in  naval  ftores,  would  be  greatly  increafed,  hut  a  frong 
barrier  would  be  formed  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Indians 
and  other  enemies  in  time  of  war,  and  thereby  the  internal 
“  peace  of  this  colony,  aitd  the  other  parts  of  your  majeftys  do- 
“  minions  in  America,  would  be  fecuredto  theni."  And  they  added. 
We  humbly  hope,  that  we  fliall  obtain  your  royal  indulgence 
when  we  give  it  as  our  opinions^  that  it  will  be  for  your  ?na- 
^fe/lysfervice,  and  the  inter efi  of  your  American  dominions  iit 
general,  to  continue  the  encourage^nents'  (which  were  a  total  ex¬ 
emption  from  any  confider  at  ion- money  whatfoever,  and  a  remiffion 
of  quit-rent  for  ten  years,  and  of  all  kind  of  taxes  for  fifteen  years ) 
“  for  fettling  thofe  frontier-lands.”  By  this  means,  they  faid, 
new  fettlements  will  be  made  by  people  of  property,  obedient 
^frubjeBs  to  government-,  but  if  the  prefent  reftridlion  fhould 
left  ft  become  thererort<‘  coutinue,  we  have  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  believe,  that  country 
bonds,  &c.  Will  become  the  rejort  of  fugitives  and  vagabonds,  defiers  of  law 

and  order,  and  who  in  time  may  form  a  body  dangerous  to  the 
‘‘  peace  and  civil  government  of  the  colony  I' 


LVIlipSLllfS!  exafperated  at  feeing 

ing  their  country  fettled,  their  couutry  fcttlc  fo  fafi,  that  they  loff  all  confidence  in  the- 

proi7iife  of  a  boundary  line  being  eftablilhed,  and  of  their  beino- 

paid  for  their  lands ;  they  therefore  prepared  for  war.  In  this 

alarming  crifis,  general  Gage  wrote  the  governor  of  Pennfyl- 

gel®  gT,; 7‘h  of  December  1768,  that  “  the  accounts  I 
writes  to  the  governor"  havc  rcceivcd  from  all  quarters  are  full  of  intellio-ence  of 
«ns‘’him;'''“i%e4"e  “  the  diffatisfadtion  of  the  Indians,  and  of  their  ill  dhpofition 

usj  l  amnovy  called  upon,  by  a  letter  I  have  re- 
ingaiithef«./eaw«r5a/r^‘'  ccivcd  from  Sir  William  Tohnfon,  exprefiive  of  his  annrp 

ID  remeve  them and  that..  "Ur  r  *  7*  •  k  .  . 

the  attempts  of  (he »?/-  iicnlions  of  afi  immediate  rupture  with  the  Indians,  unless 

?nddr.hrpel;ilti ‘‘ means  are  fallen  upon  to  pacify  them,  to  acquaint 

:::"r^el  fo*-  their  prefent  ill  temper 

numbert  than  evtr^  “  3.re  luggeitcd,  yct  thc  iiifults  they  have  received  from  the 

‘‘  frontier  people,  chiefly  from  thofe  of  Virginia,  and  the  ch- 

‘^fmacy  of  the  f  eopk  who  pcrfijl  to  fettle  on  their  lands, 


net 


(< 


on 


y 


'  t  *  ;  •  \ 


only  ninthout  their  confenty  but  in  coniradiBion  to  their  wctrmeft 
remonjirancesy  and  the  endeavours  that  have  been  nfed  to  re- 
move  theniy  I  perceive  to  be  the  moft  immediate  caiife  of  their 
“  prefejit  difcorite?2t.  It  behoves  me,  Sir,  in  this  juncture,  to  ap- 
‘‘ ply  to  yon,  and  the  governors  of  the  provinces  immediately  in- 
“  terefted  in  this  matter,  to  devife  fome  meafure  to  remove  thole 
lawlefs  fettlers,  and  to  obtain  fome  fatisfadion  for  the  ill  treat- 
“  ment  the  Indians  daily  complain  of.  Ton  are  a  witnefs  how 
little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  fever al  proclamations  that 
have  been  publijlded  •,  and  that  even  the  removing  thofe  people  from 
the  lands  in  quefiony  which  was  attempted  this  Jiimmer  by  the 
garrifon  at  Fort  Pitty  has  been  only  a  temporary  expedient. 
IVe  learn  they  are  returned  again  to  the  fame  encroachments 
on  Red  f  one  Creek  and  Cheat  River  in  greater  numbers  than 


On  the  5th  of  January  1768,  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania  Governor  Penn’s  Tpeech 
fentameffage  to  the  general  aflembly  of  the  province,  with  the  toth^sffimbiyofPenn. 
foregoing  letter  from  general  Gage ;  and  after  reciting  the  ma- 
terial  parts  of  that  letter,  he  concludes  his  meffage  by  faying, 

As  nothing  can  be  of  more  importance  to  this  province,  than 
preventing  the  calamitous  effeds  of  an  Indian  war,  of  which 
“  we  have  had  the  moft  melancholy  experience;  and  the  prin- 
«  ciples  both  of  juftice  and  policy  calling  for  a  fpeedy  redrefs  of 
“  grievances  complained  of  by  the  Indians,  I  would  willingly 
“  take  every  meafure  in  my  power,  not  only  to  remove  the  juft 
“  caufes  of  their  complaint  of  paft  injuries,  but  to  proted  their 
perfons  and  properties  for  the  future  But  as  the 
province  are  injufficient  for _  the  purpofe,  ^  J 

'‘  taken,  both  by  proclamations  iflucd,  in  purfuance  of  the  kings  over  the  mountains. 

“  commands,  and  threats  of  exerting  a  military  force,  have  proved 
“  ineffeblual,  I  muft  earneftly  recommend  to  you,  the  framing 
“  a  law,  not  only  to  remedy  the  prefent  evil,  but  to  punilli 
“  future  delinquencies  of  the  fame  kind. 


*  Such  of  thofe  fettlers,  whofe  fettlements  on  thefe  rivep  were  within  the 
limits  of  Pennfylvania  U.e  fin.  the 

and  vaft 

numbers  are  alfo  daily  going  thither  to  fettle. 


The  afTsmbly  of  Penn- 
■fylvania  Cay,  tliat  the 
people  have  encroached 
tmi^the  Indlajis’  lands, 
before  they  <ivere  paid  for 
them,  or  the  boundary 
line  eflabliChed, 


176s* 

The  affembly  earneftJy 
recommend  the  Cpeedy 
eftabli/hment  of  the 
boundary^  that  the 
people  on  the  frontiers 
tnay  have  a  fujiuent 
.country  to  fettle  or  hunt 
irif  &c. 


It  is  mzAt  felony  of  death  ( 
•zu'itbout  benefit  of  clergy 
in  PennCylvania,  to  fettle 
ever  the  mountains  on 
Indians'  unfold 
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On  tbe  13th  of  January  1768,  the  afTembly  of  PennCylvania 
acquainted  the  governor  that  they  were  preparing  a  bill.which 

from  l7f  '•emove  the  lawlefs  intruders 

trointhe  ndians  lands;  and  they  conclude  their  melTage  by  ob- 

lerving,  On  this  important  fubjeft  permit  us  alfo  to  remark, 

f  at  we  are  furthei  allured  from  good  information,  that  a 

general  boundary,  between  the  natives  and  thofe  colonies  has 

been  fome  time  pad:  negoaaledwith  them  by  Sir  William  John- 

fon,  tn  obedience  to  his  majeffs  orders.  I'hat  the  boundary 

^^a^ieed  on  will  be  far  diftant  from  oar  frontier  fettlements 

and  a  large  trad  of  country  within  it  will  thereby  be  ceded 

.c  °  I  conlideration  ;  that  as  fome  time 

has  elap  ed  fince  the  agreement  was  made  with  the  Indians 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  people  on  the  frontiers  have  been 
encroaching  on  their  lands,  while  the  boundary  remains  un- 
mijirmed,  and  the  Indians  unfatisfied  for  their  country,  they 

very  uneafy  on  this  account  alfo,  and  jealous 
n  *?  ”0  to  ratify  and  confirm  it.  To  obviate 

w  ich  caule  of  their  difcontent,  and  eiFedually  to  eftablFfii 
between  them  and  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  a  durable  peace  we 

“  ‘fP^^dy  confirmation  of  the  boundary'  and 

a  juft  fatisfadion  made  to  them  for  their  lands  on  this  fide  of 
It,  are  ahfolutely  necelTary.  By  this  means  all  their  prefent 
complaints  of  encroachments  will  be  removed,  and  the  pipk  oi 
our  frontiers  will  have  a  fufficient  country  to  fettle  or  hun  t 
without  interfering  with  them."  J  J  »  m, 

Onthe  19th  of  January  1768,  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq-  the 
fpeaker  of  the  aflembly  of  PennCylvania,  and  the  committ’ee  of 
correrpondence,  wrote,  by  order  of  the  houfe,  to  their  agent-i 

?  Efquires,  in  London’ 

'■eprefentatives  of  the  people  were  exerting  them’ 

“  mlvenr"  will  tend  to 


c  .  — j  will  renn  fr» 

-tives:-that  Ly 

.......  the  iormed  a  bill,  now  before  the  governor  *r 

iwj.-  ‘‘  pyff  contmuing  nfler  notice  on  the  Injian  's  nnpnrc/.offi 

■■  flltiifcfirf  '“f"'  “/‘''"•©•■■-that  {h. 

u.r  bomidaryy  ncgociated  about  three  years  aim 

.  y  his  majefiy  s  orders  to  Sir  William  Johnfon,’^ between 

.  ‘‘  tliofc 
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thofe  colonies  and  the  Indian  country,  is  a  caufe  of  Indian 
jealoufy  and  diffatisfadion.  T/^e  delay  of  the  confirmation  of 
the  boundary,  the  natives  have  warmly  complained  of,  and 
that  although  they  have  received  no  confideration  for  the  lands 
agreed f  be  ceded  to  the  crouon  on  our  fide  the  boundary,  yet  that 
itsfubjedls  are  daily  fettling  and  occupying  thofe  very  lands"" 


In  April  1768,  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania  finding  that 
the  expedlations  of  an  Indian  war  were  hourly  increafing,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fettlement  of ^  the  lands  over  the  mountains,  not  fold 
by  the  natives  ;  and  flattering  themfelves  that  orders  would  foon 
arrive  from  England  for  the  perfedion  of  the  boundary  liney— 
they  voted  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  given  as  a 
prefent,  in  blankets,  firouds,  See.  to  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio, 
with  a  view  of  moderating  their  refentment,  until  thefe  orders 
did  arrive  : — And  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania  being  informed,^ 
that  a  treaty  was  foon  to  be  held  at  Fort  Pitt,  by  George  Crog~ 
han,  Efq;  deputy  agent  of  Indian  affairs,  by  order  of  general 
Gage  and  Sir  William  Johnfon,  he  fent  his  fecretary  and  Mr. 
Allen,  as  commiflTioners  from  the  province,  to  deliver  the  above 
prefent  to  the  Indians  at  Fort  Pitt. 


In  176s  the  expefla- 
tions  of  an  Indian  war 
increafing,  the  aflembly 
of  Pennfylvania  vote 
1000/.  to  appeafe  the 
natives,  until  orders  ar¬ 
rive  from  England  to 
purchafe  the  country  for 
the  king. 


A  treaty  is  held  with, 
the  Ohio  Indians,  by 
colonel  Croghan, 


On  the  2d  of  May  1768,  the  Six  Nations  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fpeech  at  that  conference  : 


Brother, 

“  It  is  not  without  grief,  that  we  fee  our  country  fettled 
you,  njuithout  our  knowledge  or  confent ;  and  it  is  a  long  ti 
fince  we  have  firfi  complained  to  you  of  this  grievance,  which 
we  find  has  not  as  yet  been  redreffed  :  but  fettlements  are  fill 
extending  further  into  our  country :  fiome  of  them  are  made  di^ 
redily  in  our  war-path  leading  to  our  enemies  country,  and  we 
do  not  like  it.  Brother,  you  have  laws  among  you  to  govern 
“  your  people  by;  and  it  will  be  the  ftrongeff  proof  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  your  friendfhip,  to  let  us  fee,  that  you  remove  the 
people  from  our  lands',  as  we  look  upon  it,  they  will  have  time' 
enough  to  fettle  them,  when  you  have  pur  chafed  them,  and  the' 
< «  country:  becomes  your  si 

The 


by  The  Indians  complain  of  ’ 
•  their  country  being  fet'^ 
me  ‘ivitbout  their  confent^. 
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ve  the  fettlers  -  .  '  t~  J  •  l  "i  -  u  ~  - OJ  ^ 

(Tjer the mountaint»  contiDue  OH  Indian  landsj  to  Aich  lettlers  over  the  7Uouut(ii}is^  as 

were  feated  within  the  limits  of  Pennfylvania,  requiring  them 
to  vacate  thefe  fettlements  j  but  all  to  no  avail: — That^he  go¬ 
vernor  of  Virginia  had  likewife,  to  as  little  purpofe,  ilTued  his 
proclamations  and  orders,  and  that  general  Gage  had  twice 
raeffeSiually  fent  parties  of  foldiers  to  remove  the  fettlers  from 
Red-done  Creek  and  Monongehela. 


The  agents  of  Pennfyl¬ 
vania  attend  the  Ame¬ 
rican  mlnider,  and  tliew 
the  neceflity  of  the 
boundary  line  being  fpee- 

<Uly  concluded* 


As  foon  as  Mr,  Jackfon  and  Dr.  Franklin  received  the  fore¬ 
going  indruftions  from  the  general  aflembly  of  Pennfylvania, 
they  waited  on  the  American  minider,  and  Ihewed  the  expe¬ 
diency  and  neceffity  of  the  boundary  line  being  fpeedily  con¬ 
cluded. 


In  the  fpring  of  the  year  17  <58,  Sir  William  Johnfon  received 
the  king’s  orders  to  complete  the  purchafe  of  the  boundary  line, 
and  he  gave  the  earlied  notice  thereof  to  the  Six  Nations,  a?id  to 
the  Jndians  on  the  Ghw  j  and  appointed  a  general  congrefs  to  be 
held  with  them,  for  that  purpole,  at  f  ort  Stanwix,  on  the  20th 
of  September  1768.— And  as  the  proper  edablilhment  of  the 
boundary  line  was  of  the  highed  CQnfequence  to  the  peace  and 
atpoir?”  Profrerity  of  the  feveral  provinces  contiguous  to  it.  Sir  William 

li°x‘N^t^'o"i’‘and^hcir  fcvcral  govemmcnts,  when  and  where  the  congrefs 

dcpendancics.  ““  would  be  held  j  and  the  following  perfons  attended  it  in  behalf 

of  the  relpetdive  provinces  they  reprefented.  * 


Covernors  and 
fuers  attend  the 


commffi.  Governor  Franklin, 
conge  u  Jufl-Jcg  Smith, 


Thomas  Walker, 
Andrew  Lewis, 


Efquires,  commiffioners/^jr  Virginia. 


'Governor  Penn, 

Mr.  Chew,  l 

Mr.  Peters,  iof  the  council, 

Mr.  TilghmanJ 


for  the  province  of  Pc?in^ 
Jyhania. 


Qn 
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On  the  26th  October  1768,  Sir  William  opened  the  bull- 
nefs  of  this  congrefs  by  an  important  fpeech,  to  the  greated 
number  of  the  Six  Nations  and  other  Indians,  that  were  ever 
before  convened  in  council  on  any  occafion^. — And  on  the  fub- 
jea:ofthis  fpeech  the  Six  Nations  very  pertinently  obferved,— 
We  have  long  confidered  of  this  propofal  for  a  boundary  line 


*  Brethren, 

Hearken  to  me  who  have  good  words  to  fpeak  to  you,  fucli  as  are  for  the 
**  benefit  of  your  whole  confederacy,  and  of  your  children  yet  unborn.  You 
‘‘  all  remember,  that  three  years  ago  I  fignified  to  you  his  majefty  s  defire  to 
eftablifh  a  boundary  line  between  his  people  and  yours  ;  and  that  we  then 
agreed  together,  how  fome  part  of  that  line  fhould  run,  whenever  the  fame 
“  came  to  be  fettled. 


You  all,  I  am  hopeful,  recolle^l  the  reafons  I  then  gave  you  for  making 
fuch  2.  boundary  5  neverthelefs  I  fhall  again  repeat  them  :  You  know,  brethren, 
that  the  encroachments  upon  your  lands  have  always  been  one  of  your  principal 
“  fubjetSts  of  complaint ;  and  that  fo  far  as  it  could  be  done,  endeavours  have 
“  not  been  wanting  for  your  obtaining  redrefs  ;  but  it  was  a  difficult  taffi,  and 
generally  unfuccefsful  ;  for  although  the  provinces  have  bounds  between 
“  each  other,  there  are  no  certain  hounds  between  them  and  you  ;  and  thereby 
not  only  feveral  of  our  people,  ignorant  of  Indian  affairs,  have  advanced  too 
far  into  your  country,  butalfo  many  of  your  own  people,  through  the  want 
of  fuch  a  line,  have  been  deceived  in  the  fales  they  have  made,  or  in  the  limits 

they  have  fet  to  our  refpedlive  claims. 
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“  This  brethren,  is  a  fad  cafe,  which  has  frequently  given  us  much  trouble, 
and  turned  many  of  your  heads ;  hut  it  is  likely  to  continue  fo,  until  fome 
bounds  are  agreed  to,  fixed  upon,  and  made  public  between  us  :  The  grear 
the  eood  king  of  England,  my  mafier,  whoie  friendflnp  and  tender  regard 
for  vour  imerefi,  I  wifli  you  may  ever  hold  in  remembrance,  has,  amongfl: 
other  inftances  of  his  goodnefs,  after  long  deliberation  on  fome  means  for  your 
relief,  fur  preventing  future  difputes  concerning  lanas,  at  length  refolved  upon 
fixinn  a  general  boundary  line  between  his  fubjeSis  and  you  ;  and  that  in  fu  a 
mpriner  as  fhall  be  moft  agreeable  to  you  ;  in  confsquence  of  which,  I  have 
r  ce  "v  Ms  royal  commani  to  call  yo'u  together  for  ye  eftablifltment  thereof. 

InH  after  conferrin-r  with  the  governments  interefted  hereupon,  yon  now  fee 

before  you  the  governor  of  the  Jerfeys.  the  comniijjioners^  behalf  oj  AJjaragoa, 
olvernor  of  Virgmich  2iV\A  commijjionn s  from  Pennjylvania,  in  ordei  to  give  )ou 
fheftrona{ft  aLrances,  on  behalf  of  their  refpea.ve  governments,  of  the.r 
rcMutions  0  pay  due  regard  to  what  fhall  now  be  entereaynto  :  1  he  prefence 
nf  fo  ma^v  irreat  men  will  give  a  fanaion  to  the  tianfaflion,  and  ca.y  the 
fan  e  w  be\nown,  as  far  as  the  Englifh  name  extends.  His  majefty  has  di- 
recled  me  to  give  you  a  handfome  proof  of  his  generofity,  proportioned  to  the 
nature"  iM  e.ltent'of  wliat  lands  fall  to  him.  Upon  the  whole,  I  hope 
your  deliberations  will  be  unanimous,  and  your  refidutps  fuch,  as  h.s  ma¬ 
jefty  may  confider  as  proofs  of  your  gratitude  for  all  his  favours.^^ 

V_4 
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between  us,  and  voe  think  it  will  be  of  good  confequence,  if  you 
‘  on  your  parts  pay  a  due  regard  to  it.  ” 


On  the  ^'h  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1768,  the  Six  Na¬ 


tions 

line 

to 


.705,  me  MX  Ma-  5th  of  November  1768,  the  Six  Nations,  in  confide- 

as  jix  the  «o.Wer,  121100  01  thc  fum  of  10,460/.  j s .  od.  flerlinsr,  (and  of  other 
'hTkL“‘;u‘^o“‘iclerations  referred  to  in  their  deed)  paid  to  them  by  the 
/e// „  kiog’s  agent  Sir  William  Johnfon,  did,  by  a  formal  convey- 
ance,  eJiabliJJj  a  boundary  hne^  and  grant  and  convey  unto  the 
king,  a  certain  trad  of  country  the  Allegany  mountains,  in 
the  manner,  and  by  the  natural  boundaries  defciibed  in  the  faid 
deed  Now  depofited  in  the  Plantation  office. 


And  on  the  fame  day. 


Oil  the  fame  day, ^  the  Six  Nations,'  in  conlideration  often 


1769,  Meffrs.  Penns  opened  their/W- 
for  the  di.fpofal  and  fettling  of  all  the 
over  the  Allegany  ovor  the  A.llegauy  ?nountains^  and  on  the  river  Ohio' 

which  they  had  bought  of  the  Six  Nations  at  this  comrrefs-, _ ! 

and  all  fuch  fettlers,  as  are  mentioned  by  general  Ga^e  in 
Ins  letter  to  governor  Penn  j— who  had  feated  themfelve^  'over 
the  mountains,  ’within  the  limits  of  Pemfylvania,  before  the  lands 
were  purchafed  from  the  natives,  have  been  at  Philadelphia, 
Jifce  the  opening  oj  Mefrs.  Penns'  land-office,  and  obtained 
for  their  plantations, 

«  number  y  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune 

te,e e>.ampie of purchofing^^  LiOncion,  apprchcnding,  that  as  the  country  over  the  Allc- 

tn  North  America,  gany  mountains,  was  then  ceded  by  the  Six  Nations  j  and  the 

proprietors  of  Pennfylvania  wre  indiinrioiifly  fettling  that  lara-c 
P'^'ffffi'^eir  province,  which  lies  over  thefe  mountains,  it  mio-ht 
pofiiolybe  of  advant.ige  to  themfelves  and  families,  and  would 
certainly  be  of  great  emolument  to  government,  in  point  of  re 
venue  and  commerce,  lo  fet  the  example  of  pnrchafnir  fo„;e 

of  tbs  king  s  lands  in  North  America - Induced  by  theib  con- 

liderations,  the  honourable  Thomas  Walpole  and  cth.crs  in 
behalf  of  themfclves  and  allbciates,  prefented  a  petition  to  ’the 


kin" 


% 
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rt) 

!g  in  couiici], 
he  purchaje  of 
ooo  acres  over  the 


king  in  council,— m  fui>Jiancc,~t\m  the  fiichems  and  a  petWor.fortheaiw 
chiefs  of  the  Six  confederated  Nations,  bad.  by  a  deed  of  con- 

.  1  r*  TVT  1  ’  '  J  thg  K.l}!g  in  cou 

veyance,  dated  the  5th  of  November  1  y 6S ,  Jb/d  to  the  king  ^  praying  t! 
large  and  extenfive  tradl  of  land,  012  the  hack  of  the  Britifh  fettle-  mountains. 
ments  in  America  .-—That  they  were  deiirous  of  becoming  pur- 
chafers  from  his  majefty  of  2,400,000  acres,  part  of  the  faid 
trad:,  and  of  paging  fuch  price,  and  fuch  quit-rent  as  fhall  be 
thought  reafonablc,  fo  foon  as  the  fame  fhall  be  furveyed,  and 

the  boundary  line  fliall  be  finally  fettled  : - That  a  grant  of 

the  faid  2,400,000  acres  fliould  be  made  to  them  and  to  their 
heirs  and  affigns  ^  and  that  therein  fould  be  fpecified,  the  feveral 
aiidrefpebfive  boundaries  and  limits,  within  which  the  lands  thereby 
granted^  fould  he  located  and  ft  out.  That  they  were  the  firji 
adventurers,  who  had  propofed  to  pur  chafe  from  his  majejly,  lands 
on  the  continent  of  America,  and  make  a  fettlement  thereon-,  which, 
they  apprehended,  would  be  of  great  emolument  to  government 
in  point  of  revenue  and  commerce,  as  being  a  frontier  towards 
the  Indians,  with  whom  they  promifed  themfelves,  they  ilaould 
be  able  to  cultivate  and fecure,  in  the  mof  ef  'eBual  manner,  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  by  a  more  advanced fituation, 
be  enabled  to  extend  the  Indian  trade  to  more  numerous  and 
remote  nations:— And  they  hoped  their  undertaking  would 
■meet  with  his  majefly’s  royal  encouragement,^ — by  making  the 
gran tyk^^*  from  the  payment  of  quit-rent  for  the  fpace  of  twenty 
years  from  the  date  thereof. 


In  AugufI:  1769,  colonel  George  Croghan,  the  king’s  deputy- 
agent  for  Indian  affairs,  for  the  Northern  dijlricl  of  America, 
beine  then  on  the  Ohio,  wrote  a,s  follows:  “  There  are  now  be- in  Augufi  1769,  Mr. 

O  ,  1  JL  A  Croghan  fays,  there  were 

tween four  and  fve  t  houf and  improvements ,  or  plantations,  maae  ^^^„i,et%\-een4r?;?^/5ooo 
‘‘  this  fummer  between  Fort  Pitt  and  the  mouth  ol  the 
‘‘  haway  river,  and  Allegany  mountain,— people  fay,  they  will 
‘‘  fettle  the  country,  and  pay  for  it,  to  whoever  obtains  grants  fir 
“  //;  and  lam  well  informed,  that  there  are  many^  able  Ja^nners 
gone  there-,  which  is  a  convincing  proof,  that  if  the  plan  for 
‘‘  colonizing  had  been  adopted,  the  colony  would  have  foon 
been  peopled  without  expence  to  government :  and  fuch  a  plan 

muf  yet  take  place,  before  a  lafing  peace  can  be  obtained 

Q  o  with 


r  ] 


aniti^at  ivtth  the  nativcs  \  for  colonies  on  the  fea- fore  can  never  rule 

jefs  a  colony  is  efta-  Jct\ Icjncfits  cit Juch  Cl  dijlciticc  wliicli  IS  wclI  knovv^H  by  Penn- 
wihed  on  ,hc  Ohio.  <<  lylvaiiia,  who  cannot  have  juftice  e.xecuted  in  Cumberland 

county,  although  within  loo  miles  of  the  metropolis  of  the 
province.  It  is  not  the  nu'/nher  of  the  colonies  in  jCnerzcUy 
that  hurt  th& fervice  of  the  public ,  it  is  their  being  toolarge-,— 
by  which  means,  the  fettlers  become  fo  diftant  from  the  Seat 

of  the  laws,  that  the  moll  dillant  can  elude  the  lata,  and  fo 

become  ungovernable y 


tc 
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December  1769. 

Mr.  FownaJl’s  letter  to 
Mr.  Walpole* 


cc 


<( 


On  the  15th  of  December  1769,  Mr.  Pov/nall  wrote  Mr, 
Walpole,  That  the  petition  to  his  majefty,  fubfcribed  by 
yourfelf  and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  and  containing  pro- 
pofals  for  fettling  part  of  the  lands  in  Virginia,  lately^ ceded 
‘‘  to  his  majedy  by  the  Indians,  has  been  referred  to  the  lords 
cOaT} miiHoners  for  traoe  and  plantations,  and  their  lordlhips 
having  agreed  to  take  the  fame  into  condderation  on  Wednef- 
day  next  the  20th  indant, — I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you 
therewith,’'  Sec. 

the  2cth  of  December  1770,  the  honourable  Thomas 
board  of  trade.  Walpolc,  Thomas  Pitt,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  attended  the 

lords  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations,— when  the  earl  of 
nilllboroiigh  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  himfelf  to  the  following 
effedt He  wondered  it  fhould  have  been  a  doubt  among  the 
“  gentlemen,  that  government  would  fell  the  king’s  lands  in 
North  America: — That  he  thought  their  bell  plan  would  be 
to  pur  chafe  a  traSl  of  land  fuff  dent  for  a  feparate  government, 
and  not  to  garble  the  country  in  the  manner  propojed  by  the  pc- 

; - but  that  it  did  not  belong  to  that  board  to  fell  the 

’o  'hT’trlafuVy  to  wf  “  ^ing’s  kiids  1 — It  was  a  monied  matter ,  and  of  courfe  belono-ed 

’.o\hl"b„Vrdtf',ral.”“‘‘  trcafuty His  lordlhip  was  informed,  tliat  it  would-be 

The  gentlemen  agree  to  “  very  pleafing  to  the  company,  to  purchafe  a  fufficient  tradt 

eitabiiih  and  (upport  the  CC  ^  a.  ^  P  r 

or  country  to  form  a  feparate  government  on  ;  and  that 
they  would  be  at  the  whole  expence  of  efablifoing  and  maintain¬ 
ing  fuch  government. - His  lordfliip  then  faid.  That  if  it  was 

agreeable  to  the  gentlemen,  he  would  ftep  down  to  the  lords 
of  the  trealury  ( who  were  then  fitting)  and  know  if  tliey 
were  inclined  to  treat  with  them  i— and  that  if  the  company 

agreed 


Lord  HiJiitorough 
commends  the  pvrcLafe  of , , 
a  tracl  of  land  Ju^cient 
Jor  A  raw  colony, 


(C 
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I.ofd  Hillfhorongh  (;^oes^‘ 
dc’ion  to  the  treajury  to 
know,  whefher  their  ** 
lordlnips  would  treat  for 
rfe Jale  of  ttciai.ds, 

CC 
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ao-reed  with  the  treafiiry,  he  zvould  give  them  the  plan  of  a  good 
tc  charter lordiliip  accordingly  waited  on  the  duke  of 
Grafton  and  the  other  lords  of  the  treafiiry,-  — mentioned  the 
propofition  of  pnrchafe^  and  when  my  lord  returned  to  his  ov/n 
board,  the  gentlemen  were  called  in  and  informed  by  his  lord- 
fliip,  that  the  duke  of  Grafton  and  the  other  lords  were  in¬ 
clined  to  receive  their  propofals  of  purchafe.-— In  confequence 
of  which  liberal  and  kind  advice,  the  company  immediately 
dropped  their  propofal  of  2,400,000  acres,  and  adopted  hts  lord-- 
fidp’s  fiiggeftion^  of  purchafng  a  tradi  of  land fuficient for  a  jepa- 
rate  colony  Mr.  Walpole  and  Mr.  Wharton  went  dlreBly 

from  the  hoard  of  trade  to  the  treafury-chamber,  and  weie  in¬ 
formed,  that  their  lordfhips  would  receive  their  propofals  of 
purchafe^  on  the  4th  of  January  I77*^* 


A  board  of  treafury  was  held  that  day  \ 

P  R  E  S  E  N  1', 

The  duke  of  Grafton,  Mr.  Onflow, 

Lord  North,  Mr.  Jenkinfon. 

When  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Sargent,  Di%  Franklin,  and  Mr.  i,. 

ton,  attended  their  lordfliips ;  communicated  their  propofal  held. 
fupporting  and  maintaining  their  own  government^  and  at  the 
fame  time  prefented  the  following  memorial ; 

To  the  right  honourable  the  lords  commiflioners  of  his 
^  majefly’s  treafury. 


The  memorial  of  Thomas  Walpole,  John  Sargent,  Dr- Frank-A— 

lin,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  for  the  purchafe  of  lands  in  .hep.cha^of 

rica,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  apetates.  !! 


Sheweth,  '  .  ■  i 

“  That  your  memorialifts  propofe  to  your  lorcmnips 
••  come  purchafers  of  a  certain  traft  of  land  withm  the  ce  ion 
«  made  to  the  king  at  Fort  Stanwix  by  the  Six  Nations,  W 
“  deferiled  in  a  paper  hereto  annexed-,  paying  lor  the 

7oXl.  sJandaqul.-ren.  of  two  ll.ill.np  for  every 
»  hundred  acres  of  cultivable  lanu  within  the  faid  traft,^  whic  . 


<« 
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quit-rent  to  commence  after  the  expiration  of  twenty  years,” 


Their  lordlliips  having  maturely  confidered  the  faid  mem':- 
rtal  and  the  boundaries  of  the  traSl  of  country  applied  for,  came 
to  the  following  refolution :  "  J  rr  j  > 


ec 

(C 


The  lords  of  the  trea- 
a^ree  to  accept  oj 
10,460/.  75,  54.  for  C( 
the  lands  petitioned  for. 

The  quit- rents  left  un-  ^ 
■decided  until  their  lord- 
fhips  receive  inferma- 
tion  from  lord  Piilllbo- 
JOiigh,  what  rents  are 
refei-ved  in  otfer  colonies, 

(C 

C( 


My  lords  took  the  faid  memorial  and  paper  into  confide- 
ration,  and  (in  cafe  the  other  departments  of  his  majefty’s 
government,  who  are  the  proper  judges  of  the  policy  of  the 
applied  for  by  the  memorialids,  ftall  approve  thereof) 
thetr  lordjldps  agree  /s  the  price  offered' to  be  paid for  the  pur- 
ebaje  oJ  fold  lands but  with  refped  to  the  quit-rents  propofed 
to  be  rejerved,  and  the  periods  at  which  they  fliould  com¬ 
mence,  my  lords  pojlpone  any  decifion  thereon,  till  they  receive 
information  from  the  eari  of  Hillfborough  and  the  board  of 
trade,  what  quit-rents  are  referved  on  grants  in  his  majedv’s 
colonies  which  lie  neareft  to  the  lands  in  queftion,  and  from 

w  lat  periods  after  the  grants  fuch  quit-rents  commence  re- 
IpeCtively.” 


On  the  igth  of  January  1770,  another  board  of  treafur 

held;  PRESENT, 


Lord  North, 
Mr.  Onflow, 
Mr.  Dyfon. 


was 


jVIr.  Pownall’s  letter 
is  read  at  the  trea- 
fury,  tranfmitting  an 
account  of  the  quit- 
rents  on  the  lands  near 
eft  to  thefe  applied  for 
by  Mr.  Walpole,  Lc, 


A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Pownall,  fecretary  to  the  board 
of  trade,  tranfmitting  an  account  of  quit-rents  referved  on  grants 
of  ands  in  the  colonies,  which  lie  neareft  to  the  lands  propofed 
to  be  purchafed  by  Mr.  Walpole  and  others; — and  Mr.  Walpole 

Mr.  Sargent,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Wharton  were  defired  to’ 
attend  that  board  on  Tuefday  next. 


?! 


'r 


111 
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Mr.  Cooper’s  Notice  of 
the  meeting  of  the  trea* 
fary. 


On  the  4th  of  April  1770,  thefe  gentlemen  received  infor¬ 
mation  from  Mr.  Cooper,  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  the  treafury 
that  the  lords  would  take  their  bufinefs  into  confideration  on 
oaturday  the  yth  of  that  month. 


[  15  J 

At  a  meeting  of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  treafurv  on  7, 1770. 
the  7th  of  April  17705  * 

PRESENT, 

Lord  North,  Mr.  Dyfon, 

Mr.  Onflow,  and 

Mr.  Jenkinfon,  Mr.  Townfliend. 

Their  lordfliips  acquainted  Mr.  Walpole  and  his  aflbclates, 
that  “  if  it  fliali  be  thought  advifeable  by  thofe  departments, 

to  whom  it  belongs  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  grant, 

“  both  171  point  of  policy  and jnjlice^^  that  the  grant  prayed  for. 

fliould  be  naade  ^  my  lords  ha'/e  no  ohjcdiion  to  acc€ptm^  the  lorci/iiips  allow 
“  propofition  made  by  thememoriaUjh,  with  refpedi  to  the 

money  and  quit-rents  to  be  paid  for  the  famef 

On  the  1 8th  of  May  ijyo^  the  following  memorial  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  king  in  council  : 

To  the  Idng’s  moil  excellent  majefly  in  council, 

The  humble  memorial  of  Thomas  Walpole,  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin,  John  Sargent,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  in  behalf  of  themfelves- 
and  their  ajj'ociates^ 

Sheweth, 

That  your  memorialifts  and  others  prefented  a  petition  to  A  memorial  to  the 

•  n  •  *1  •  ^  r  T  1  ‘  \  •  hing  in  council  for  a 

your  majelty  in  council,  praying  a  grant  or  lands  in  America  of  the  lands 

(parcel  of  the  lands  purchafed  by  the  government  of  the 

ans)  in  confideration  of  a  price  to  be  paid  in  pur  chafe  of  the  fame: 

That  the  faid  petition  was  referred,  by  order  of  council,  to 
the  lords  commiflioners  of  trade  and  plantations  : 

That  your  memorlallfls,  in  purfiiance  of  a  fuggeflion  which 
arofe  upon  confideration  of  faid  petition  at  that  board,  of  making 
a  purchafe  of  a  large  trail  of  land  fufdcient  for  a  feparate  gover-  ‘ 
ment,  were  diredled  to  apply  to  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the 
treafury,  in  refpedl  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  purchafe  of  fuch 
tracl  and  the  quit-rent  to  be  referved  thereon  : 


ThaS; 


I  ] 


1  hat  your  memorialifis,  in  confequence  tliereof^  did,  on  tlae 
fourth  day  of  January  laff,  prefent  to  the  faid  lords  commif- 
lioners  of  the  treaiury,  a  memorial  and  paper,  CGiztaining  a  de- 
jeription  ds  hereto  annexed,  of  the  lands  they  were  defirous  of 
puf chafing,  and  for  which  they  olfered  to  pay  the  fum  of 
lo  qdo /.  7  r.  3  <3^.  being  the  whole  of  the  money  paid  by  the 
government  for  all  the  lands  purchafed  of  the  Six  Nations  at 
hort  Stanwix. — And  your  memoriaiifis  did  further  offer  to  psy 
a  quit-rent  of  two  flaillings  for  every  hundred  acres  of  cultivable 
land  within  the  faid  tradl,  praying  an  exemption  from  the  pay* 
ment  of  the  faid  quit-rent  for  the  fpace  of  tvv^enty  years,  but 
offering  to  pay  the  faid  parchafe-money  to  the  order  of  the 
treafury. 


1  hat  the  faid  lords  commiffioners  of  the  treafury,  after  long 
and  full  deliberation  had  thereupon,  did,  on  the  yth  day  of 
April  iaft,  acquaint  your  memoriaiifis,  that  the  board  had  no 
objedlion  to  accepting  the  propofition  made  by  your  memoriaiifis 
for  the  faid  trad  of  land,  with  refpedl  to  the  pnrchafe-inoney  and 
quit-rent  to  be  paid  for  the  fame,  if  it  flaall  be  thought  advife- 
able  by  thofe  departments  of  government  to  whom  it  belongs 
to  jiidge^  of  the  propriety  of  the  grant,  both  in  point  of  policy 
and  jujtice,  that  the  grant  fhould  be  made.  In  confequence 
whereof,  your  memoriaiifis  humbly  renew  their  application  to 
your  majefiy,  that  a  grant  of  faid  lands  may  be  made  to  them, 
A  dnurerefV'rvingtoaii  r^f;x7’;?g  therein 'to  all  perfons  their  juji  and  legal  rights,  to  any 
U3ftll7ia7d^c0m  or  purcels  of  faid  lands,  which  7nay  be  comprehended  within 

fim'tTtf  ed  fi'r trucl  prayed  for  by  your  memoriaUfs„ 

London,  May  8th,  lyjo. 


May 
Lord  Htllfb 
formation 
pole. 


1770. 
0  Mr. 


?  in 

V/uI 


About  the  middle  of  May  1770,  the  earl  of  Hillfhorough  was 
pleafed  to  mention  to  Mr.  Walpole,  that  there  were  fome  papers  at 
the  board  of  trade  from  the  colony  of  Virginia,  which  appeared  to 
his  lordlhip  to  raife  an  objedion  to  a  part  of  the  lands  which 
the  company  had  agreed  for  with  the  treafury and  that  if  he 
would  call  at  the  board,  Mr.  Pownall  would  fliew  them  to 
him. — Mr.  Walpole  accordingly  called  and  obtained  a  copy  of  a 
propofal  from  Virginia,  to  purchafe  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the 

Chcrokccs  ^ 


4 
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Cherokees'y - which,  with  Mr.  Walpole’s  obfervations  thereon, 

are  inferted  in  the  following  notes  ^  : 

On  the  9th  of  July  1770,  a  gentleman  lent  a  letter  to  Mr.  ^  1^70.^^ 

Walpole,  ftating  the  dhlaonourable  and  injurious  manner  in  Mr.  Walpole,  inking 

'  X  ^  ^  the  fcandalous  manng 


in  which  abo-ve  tivo 
vnlfi',n%  cf  a.re%  ot 
land  h<id  been  monopo- 

^  Extract  of  a  memorial  of  the  boufe  of  burgefles  of  Virginia,  pfcjlnted  to  lot d \\z^i  ever  the  Attegany 

Boitelourt  in  December  1769.  •  •  r  • 

'  '  J  his  letter  IS  inierted 

^  ,  ri  •  I  \  •  j  .  ihs  apj^endix,  N"  i. 

6c  Your  memorial ifts,  from  thofe  weighty  conlideiatioiis,  nave  been  induced 
to  extend  their  views,  and  do  humbly  offer  as  their  opinion,  that  a  line  begin^ 
ning  at  the  we/iern  termination  of  North  Carolina  line,^  and  running  thence  in  a 
due  weji  dire^ion  to  the  river  Ohio,  may  be  accomplifited  at  a  niuch  lefs  ex-- 
pence  than  the  other  line  propojed that  the  extenfion  of  fuch  a  line  neccl- 
fary  for  the  fafety  and  advantage  of  his  majefty  s  lubjedls  j  and  that  it  would 
tend  greatly  to  increafe  his  majefty’s  revenue,  &c. 


i 


c« 


C( 
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On  the  28th  of  May  1770,  Mr.  Walpole  wrote  the  following  letter,  on  the 
foregoing  fuhje5ly  to  Mr.  Pownall,  fecretary  of  the  board  of  trade. 


Sir, 


«  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  extras  of  the  memorial  of  the  houfe  of 
hnrpeffes  of  Virginia,  concerning  their  propofal  to  government  for  purchafing 
-  ail  the  lands  btlonging  to  i^Pcherckccs ,  and  I  ihall  take  the  hber.y  of 
“  flatlnp-  to  you  my  real'cns,  why  1  think  this  propofal  from  Virginia  cannot 
“  afFeft°the  application  I  am  concerned  in  with  other  gentlemen,  for  the  grant 
»  of  a  traa  of  land  on  the  river  Ohio,  in  confequence  of  our  agreement  with  the 
“  treafury.  for  the  price  to  be  paid  for  fuch  traa  :  becaufe  the  lands  comprehended 
in  our  traa  are  only  tart  cf  thofe  already  pwchafed  by  government  oftte  SiocNa- 
“  ilcns  under  the  treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  ou  r  traa  not  extending  itfelf 
«  fo  low  down  the  river  Ohio  as  the  limits  fixed  by  tnat  treaty,  cannot  reg-iid 
lands  ftUl  to  be  purchafed,  or  come  near  the  hue  defenbed  by  the  memorial  of 

Virginia;  but  in  cale  the  line  defiied  hy  the  government  ot  Virginia  fnould 
“  be  meant  to  comprehend  any  part  of  our  traa,  I  fliould  ftill  hope  we  are 
Lt-Xd'to  a  preflence,  from  \he  much  earlier  date  of  our  appheauen  to  that 
Z  V\ta\n\flhich  h  oily  fence  the  month  of  December  cannot  have 

rlched  EnJand  before  the  htter  end  of  January  at  foonf  Whereas  our  fir  b 
ppl  catiort  to  his  majefiyin  council  was  referred  to  the  board  of  trade  ™  ri. 
^-rr.iAW-irri769.-And  although  the  memorial  of  ^i, •gin, a  alludes  to 
feme  preceding  tranfaaion  of  the  fame  nature,  y.t  zs  tnat  p:an,  whatever 
Hnarhave  b?en,  is  not  adopted  by  the  fald  memortal,  ,t  does  not  appear  that 
eo^rPment  is  at  prefent  under  any  kind  of  engagement  w,w  the  hrgtn.an: 
PKiudiaal  to  the  treaty  1  am  concerned  m  ;-and  1  the  rather  flatter  myfelt 
in  his  tefpea,  from  the  encouragement  the  treaty  has  met  with  in  its  progrefs, 
rnrtkidarl  from  lord  Hlllfbcrough's  kind  recommendation  to  the  board  of  ty.fmy, 
ZNNelhZZ  on  theih  of  Jpnl  lafi,  for  the  price  to  be  paulfrjhe  landi, 
and  are  now  before  his  majejty  m  couned,  praying  a gt ant  foi  thin.,  c,.. 
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vv  Inch  above  two  millions  oj  acres  of  land^  over  the  mountains,  had  been 
monopolized  by  fome  oJ  the  c'juncil  of  Virginia,  and  a  few  other 
perfons,  without  any  pur  chafe- money  having  been  paid  \.q  the  king, 
or  any  quit-rent  received,— —hnd  on  the  14th,  Mr.  Walpole 
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w  rote  to  the  earl  of  Hillfborough,  and  lent  his  lordfhip  a  copy 
of  that  letter 

About 


“  My  Lord,  cc  London,  1 4th  July  i  yyo. 

J  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  lordlhip  again  by  letter,  relative  to 


“  the  application  I  am  concerned  in  for  a  grant  of  lands  in  America,  becaul'e 

“  1  think  this  method  the  moil  likely  to  fave  your  lordfliip’s  time  and  mv 
‘‘  own.  ^ 


my 


<c 


cc 


The  laiL  time  I  had  the  honour  of  appearing  before  your  lordfliip  at  the 
board  of  trade,  you  was  pleafed  to  acquaint  me  with  the  difHculty  of  af- 
fernbling  a  full  board,  without  which  nothing  could  be  determined  in  my 
buiineis,  and  that  your  lordfliip’s  board  would  adjourn  in  a  fortnight  ;  fo 
that  unlefs  1  could  prevail  on  the  lords  to  meet  within  that  time,  no  neport 
could  be  made  to  the  council. — 1  was  then,  as  I  Hill  am,  at  a  lofs  to  exprefs 
my  furprife  at  an  event,  which  delays,  for  an  unlimited  time,  a  bufinefs  which 
has  been  fo  long  before  your  lordfliip  j — which  you  was  pleafed  to  think  of 
much  tmpyrtance,  and  which,  by  our  agreemc7tt  with  the  treafury  upon  ir, 
has  received  no  fmall  encouragement.  — apprehenfion  that  your  lordJJoip  i) 
averfe  to  the  propofal,  zvould  determine  ?ne  7iot  to  profecute  it  any  farther,  if  1  was 
not  convinced  the  fitnefs  or  unfitnefs  of  the  grant  {[7\ndiS  entirely  upon  public 
grounds  ;  and  as  the  folicitors  for  it  are  defirous  to  meet  that  argument  I 
ilioula  do  them,  as  well  as  your  lordfliip,  injuftice,  if  I  did  not  make  ufe^of 
every  means  in  my  power,  to  induce  government  to  come  to  fome  decifloii 
upon  It.  I  can  add  nothing  to  the  letter  addrefl'ed  to  your  lordfliip  in  parti- 
cular  by  Mr.  Wharton,  to  prove  that  the  principal  objcdl  of  government 
‘‘  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  zvas  to  give  peace  and  fecurity  to  the  reft  of 
the  colonies,— that  the  befl:  means  to  complete  this  defirable  end,  would  be  by 
“  fettling  the  country  ceded  to  his  Majejly  under  a  proper  gov erntnent,  and  that  fuch 
**  icttlement  would  be  of  the  greateft  utility  to  this  country. 


‘‘  But  my  lord,  I  fliall  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  inclofed  paper  to  (hew  f 
that  the  eonf/ant  policy  of  this  country  has  been  to  encourage  fettUments  over 
the  Allegany  niountains  that  the  Virginians  have  been  availing  themfelves 
ot  this  liberal  Lpirit  in  government  to  their  oivn  emolument,  without  reoard 
to  his  majefly  s  or  the  public  intereft  ;  and  that  thefe  lands,  which  are  now 
H.diiputa.^iV  in  the  government,  are  become  more  liable  to  the  private  depre¬ 
dations  of  the  Virginians  and  other  borderers  ;  — for  grants  and  fettlcments 
Inch  as  are  procured  without  the  Icaft  profpea  of  a^dvantage  to  the  JtinP  and 
this  country,,  cannot  deferve  any  other  appellation  and  unLls  feme  immcl 
diate  Itop  is  put  to  this  growing  devaflation  of  the  public  flock,  the  countrv 
\wn\foon  be  garbled  to  the  private  benefit  merely  of  a  few'  individuals.  ^ 

4  This  was  the  letter,  tso  i ,  m  the  appendix, 

Pcimit 
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About  the  middle  of  July  1770,  Mr.  Walpole  was  Informed 
by  the  earl  of  Hillfboroughj — That  as  the  government  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  feemed  to  be  much  interefted  in  the  grant  which  the  com¬ 
pany  had  applied  for,  that  colony  ought  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  their  application,  and  have  time  given  to  be  heard  on 
it but  that  orders  ought  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  governor, 

7iot  to  grant  any  warrants  for,  nor  fuffer  any  furveys  to  be  made 
on  any  of  the  lands  which  the  company  had  agreed  for  with  the 
lords  of  the  treafury. — And  his  lordlbip  added,  That  he  fliould 
immediately  take  the  king’s  pleafure,  as  to  the  reftraining  the 
governor  of  Virginia  from  granting  any  warrants,  &c.  for  any  of 
the  lands  the  company  had  applied  for. 

On  the  2d  of  Odlober  1770,  colonel  George  Croghan  wrote 
as  follows  ; 

Fort  Pitt,  on  the  Ohio,  Odober  2d,  1770. 

I  hope  nothing  has  happened  to  thwart  the  intended  coScroghlnsicuer. 


cc 


(6 


colony;  as  1  am  lure  it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  all  the 
colonies  to  have  oue  ytiade  ofi  the  Ohio,  othevvelje  they  will  always 
be  in  quarrels  with  the  natives.  You  will  not  ^be  furprifed, 
when  I  affure  you,  that  Mr.  Penn  has  ioMy/mce  the  congrefs,  all 

“  Permit  me  to  fay,  my  lord,  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  concerned,  feem  to  have  propofed  the  only  remedy  for  this  evil, —by 
efferint'  to  purckafe  the  lands,  and  obliging  ihemfelves  to  the  Jettlement  Oj  the  coun¬ 
try  under  a  legal  government,  to  he  fupporied  at  their  own  expence  ■,  which  lurely 
is  the  left  fecurity  that  can  be  given  of  the  fencerity  of  their  intentions,  and  I 
believe  the  only  inflame,  for  many  years  back,- of  any  public /pint  accompanying 
the  application  far  lands  in  dmerka—U  will  well  bear  the  canyafs  agamft  thole 
enormous  grants  which  have  been  wade  to  others  for  no  pecuniary  confidcr ation, 
or,  fuch  as  are  perhaps  noiu  making  in  Virginia,  under  the  fan£tion  of  encou- 

rageinent  given  from  hence. 

One  other  obfervation,  my  lord,  occurs  to  me,  that  it  has  been  faid,’  the 
fettlement  of  thefc  lands  on  the  Ohio,  will  prevent  that  of  the  noithern  colo¬ 
nies  where  large  trafls  of  land  are  vacant,  and  pvernments  are  already  elh- 
blilhed -—thisls  an  ohjedilon  in  nature,  which  no  human  policy  canremejy,  wnj 
there  is  an  opportunity  of  fading  in  a  mere  favoured  climate  -.—when  this  flail  he 
u  it  will  Lend  nlthind  fouth,  and  the  variety  of  produce  wiH  gradually  form 
and  link  the  whoLogether.  The  fooner  therefore  the  nudale  colonies 

are  fettled,  the  exlreimties  wtlHe  benefited, 
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“  the  good  hnd  within  his  grant  to  the  ivcflvoard  of  the  Alle.- 
gany  mountains.  What  number  of  families  has  fettled  face 
tie  congrefs  to  the  wefwatd  of  the  high  ridge,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend  to  iky  pofitively  j  but  la[i  year,  I  am  fare,  there  were  be- 
‘‘  tween/^//r  and/^^  thoifand,  and ////this  fpring  and  fummer 
^  the  roads  ha^ae  been  lined  with  waggons  moving  to  the  Ohio."' 

On  the  20th  of  November  1770,  colonel  Crefap,  one  of  the 
members  ot  the  general  alTembly  of  Maryland,  wrote  as  foi- 

1 0  W  S  • 


Colonel  Crefap  of  Ma¬ 
ryland  writes,  Noveijnber  ^  ^ 
20th  177c,  That, 

/  /  >  >  j  j 

<  f 
<( 

<  ( 
<  c 

above  JCjCoo  perfons' 
had  fettled  over  the  <C 
Kiouwaint, 

( c 


^  At  my  arrival,  on  the  frontiers,  I  was  immediately  applied  to, 
in  regard  to  your  and  the  other  gentlemen’s  grant  on  the  Ohio! 
The  information  I  gave  them  feemed  to  give  immenfe  fa- 
tisfadlion  to  every  perfon,  but  more  particularly  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  It  has  alfo  induced  o-reat 
numbers  to  go  out  and  fee  the  lands,  in  order  to  make  fettle- 
ments  'y  among  whom  are  fundry  perfons  of  repute.  Every 
day  2.  greater  or  lefs  number  refort  to  me.  It  is  computed 

above  ten  thoiifand  perfons  have  fettled  over  the  mountains  and 
they  are  daily  fettling!"  ’ 


Dec.  27,  1770.  27th  December  1770,  colonel  Croghan  ao-ain  wrote 

Colonel  Crcghaivsie.  as  follow  ^  There  are  now  Southward  of  Mr.  Penn’s  linf 

‘I  aoove  3000  iettlers,  or  families  and  hy  May  next,  there  will 
e  near  6000  :  and  the  people  are  coming  up  in  gj^eat  numbers 
and  many  reputable  families.”  ' 


January  ,d,  I77r.  On  thc  .3d  of  January  1771,  captain  Robert  Callender  oJ 
ter!' '’LntioThJ'g  Pcimfylvania,  wrote  as  follows-  ] 

all  country  fince  you  left  us ;  and 
Gbout  three  mcntht.  J- jound  d  vcfy  great  number  of  people  feated  on  the  Well  fidt 

of  the  Allegany  mountains more  than  you  can  imagine.  PTom 
!!  r  calculation  that  could  be  made,  it  appears,  that  onh 

'  ‘dAlffJlVrM'c  V't  °f  families  fettlca 

on  the  Weft  Jide  of  the  Laurel  mountains,  (about  /or/y  miles 

Jftpr  JVeflward  than  thofe  of  the  Allegany)  and  they  are 
daily  encreafing."  ^ 


On 


r»v’ 


''1  .•  ■  ' 
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On  the  24th  of  January  1771,  Mr.  Walpole  wrote  to 
Fownall,  and  delired  to  know,  whether  the  governor  of  /^/r- Mr.  pownaii. 
gtnia  had  made  any  obfervations  on  the  papers  which  the 
earl  of  Hillfborough  had  tranfmitted  to  him,  refpediing  the 
lands  which  he  and  his  aflbciates  had  agreed  for,  with  the  lords 
of  the  treaiury. 

On  the  2 5th,  Mr.  Pownall  wrote  Mr.  Walpole  ;  ‘‘  Lord 
borough  has  received  a  letter  from  the  prehdent  and  council 
of  Virginia,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  application  made  by  yourfelf 
and  others,  for  lands  on  the  river  Ohio  in  America;  wdiich 
will  be  laid  before  the  board  of  trade  in  a  few  days,  and  1  v/ill 
“  not  fail  to  acquaint  his  lordlhip  with  your  requefl:,’’  &c. 

On  the  ift  of  February  1771,  further  advices  were  received  177T,  February  ifl-. 

.  ,  .  1  .  r•\^‘  r-T^i  •  a  3  P'ti  ion  is  befo' e  the 

from  Philadelphia, ---as  follows: — There  is  a  very  Jtrongajjcmyyoiv. 
petition  flow  before  the  houfe  of  afiembly,  from  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  Cumberland-county,  praying  a  divifion  of  that  Aiugan^ 

ty,  and  that  a  new  one  may  be  made  over  the  Allegany ^  moun^ 
tains,  as  the  number  cf  the  inhabitants  over  the  mountains  is  fo 


a 


6c 


(( 


great, 

o 


And  it  appears  by  the  Pennfylvania  gazette,  of  February 
the  lAth  1771  that  the  back  fettlers  within  the  limits  of to  the  back  [el tiers  cf 

lilC  5  ^  3  J.  T  Pennfyivania. 

Mr.  Penn’s  province,  were  become  10^  numerous  and  turbu¬ 
lent,  that  the  legiflature  thereof  paffed  a  law  on  the  9th  of 

February  lyyi*  for  extending  the  riot  adl  thither. - The 

preamble  of  which  fets  forth,  that,  ‘‘  Whereas  of  late  feveral 
‘‘  dangerous  riots  and  tumults  have  been  in  the  back  parts  of  this 
66  pf'Q\'ii}2ce ,  to  the  diflurbance  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
‘‘  great  terror  of  his  majefty  s  fubjedls,  and  the  fime  are  yet 
continued  and  fomented  by  many  turbulent  and  evil-minded 
perfons,  therefore  be  it  enabled,”  hiQ, 


And  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  in  confideration  of  the 
o-reat  number  of  families  fettled  over  the  Allegany  rnountains, 
within  the  limits  of  that  province,  did  alfo,  in  xht  Jame  ffions 
of  general  aflbmbly,  enadt  a  law,  for  forming  the  lands  over  the 
faid  Allegany  mountains,  into  a  new  county.  ^ 
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On  the  2:;th  of  Fcbrirary  1771,  Mr,  Walpole  wrote  to  the 
earl  ot  HillihoroLi^hj  relative  to  the  papers  received  from 

lirgima: - On  the  28th  of  February,  Mr.  Pownall  fent 

Mr.  Walpole  an  extradi  of  the  letter  received  from  the  pre-' 

fident  oj  the  council  of  Virginia.* - And  on  the  'jtb  of  March 

Mr.  Walpole  wrote  to  the  earl  of  Hilliborough,  and 
fent  his  lordiFip  an  anfccer  to  that  letter. 

As  letter  from  xXiq  prefdent  of  the  council  of  Virginia, 
and  the  anfwer  to  it,  are  rather  voluminous, — but  of  effential 
confequence  to  the  fubjedl  under  confideration,  it  is  thought 
proper  to  give  them  a  place  in  the  appendix  ;  more  efpecially, 
as  the  prefident’s  letter  is,  chiefly,  an  attempt  to  vindicate  Vir¬ 
ginia,  from  the  charges  exhibited  againft  that  colony,  in  the 
prper,  N^.  I.  in  the  appendix},  and  does  not  fo  much  as  in- 
f  nuate,  that  the  principle  of  the  company’s  grant,  was  in  the 
leaf  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain. 

of  July  1771,  Mr.  Thomas  Adams  of  Virginia, 
wrote  as  follows  :  For  the  benefit  of  my  health,  I  pafled 

a  great  part  of  the  lafl  fummer  at  the  hot  fprings  in 
Aitgufa,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Allegany  moun- 
‘‘  tains ;  and  between  the  waters  of  fames  river  and  Green 
Briar, — where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  and  hear¬ 
ing  many  fads,  which  perhaps  have  not  been  reprefented 
in  England.  The  fettlement  of  the  country  over  the  moun¬ 
tains  being  forbid  by  his  majefiy’s  proclamation,  in  1763,  or 
1764,  before  the  country  was  purchafed,  a  fmall  check 

to  a  nim^.ber  of  the  better  fort  of  people  going  there  but  from 
the  bell  accounts  I  could  gain,  while  at  the  Springs,  from 
the  people  daily  pa. fin g,  I  think  I  do  not  exceed,  wdien 

that  arove  tei,  thoup^d  J  Ely,  thcrc  ure  ten  thoufand  families  now  fettled  on  the  Ohio 
the  Ohio,  and  its  different  branches.  And  they  continue  every  day  to 

and  thatitisrwftsp/^o cftcibHfh  ficw  fettlemcuts.  And  from  a  thoroup:h  knowicdo-c 

1  nave  ot  the  people  and  the  country,  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  human  prudence,  to  make  fuch 
regulations,  as  will  prevent  this  fertile  and  healthful  country 
from  being  fettled. —  For  vrhat  heps  are  to  be  taken  to  efted 
it  r — Every  effort  has  already  been  tried  without  cifed ;  and 
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as  to  Jhrce,  your  own  experience  will  tell  you,  that  th 
whole  Britifli  army  could  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  :  but  let  us 
fuppofe  it  could  be  done  by  a  proclamation,  what  good  end, 
in  God’s  name,  would  it  anfwer  ?  The  poor  people  would 
only  have  this  alternative,  either  to  return  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  colony,  where  the  lands  are  engroiTec],  and 
maniifatliire,  or  Jlarve ;  or  they  mud  incorporate  themfehes 
with  the  Indians  •,  the  one  as  unprofitable  to  the  true  inteieif 
of  Great  Britain,  as  the  other  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  America.  I  cannot  give  you  a  better 
account  of  the  increafe  of  inhabitants  in  the  frontiers  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  than  by  telling  you,  that  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
Indian  war  in  176^,  there  were  only  3000  tithables  in  the 
whole  county  of  Augufta,  and  there  are  now,  in  Bottetourt 
county  only,  (lately  taken  of  of  AugufaJ  ^000  tithables. 


THE  only  objedlions  which  have  been  made  to  the  grant 
iDplied  for  by  Mr.  Walpole  and  his  aflbciates  are. 

That  a  much  larger  fum  of  money  couU  no%v  he  obtained  for 
the  trabt  of  country  petitioned  for,  than  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  have  agreed  to  accept  of  for  it : 

And, — that  it  Is  repugnant  to  every  juft  principle  of  coloni- 
.  zation,  to  permit  fettlements  to  be  made  over  the  AUegany 

mountains: - as  all  fettlements /wiW  be  confined  to  the 

fea:Coafl  of  North  America. 

To  the  firfl  of  thefe  objedions,  we  flrall  fay  but  Imle.  its  im¬ 
propriety  is  obvious, - if  the  lords  commijioners  of  the  treafury 

had  a  fafficicnt  authority  for  making  their 

and  as  their  lordlhips  did  undoubtedly  poflTels  that  autn  >, 
the  obiedion  is  fu rely  too  frivolous  to  merit  a  foirnal  lefuta- 

tion  : - In  juftice  however  to  their  lordftiips,  we  will  pielume 

to  mention, -i  that  they  did  as  the  minutes  of  the  treafury 

^,,«,,.-makc  the  agreement  haftily ; - they  were  tl^ee  months 

Serating  on  the  fubjed  -They  had  a  chart  of  the  coun¬ 
try  before  them,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  trad 


Objeftlons  were  theri  made,  and  they  were  fatisfadlorlly  an- 
ivvered  And  it  is  prefumed,  their  lordihips  did  not  ib 
much  confider  the  fum  oftered,  in  this  jirjl  injiance  of  purcha-- 
jing  tlie  king’s  lands  in  North  America,  as  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  a  inoft  valuable  precedent  for  felling  them  in  future: 
they  having  always, ^  before  this  time,  been  given  auoay, — It  was 
jikewife  doubtlefs  in  their  lordfhip’s  contemplation,  that  the 
cjlahlifding  and  confantly  fupporting  of  the  propofed  new  colony, 
w  as  to  be  at  the  foie  expence  of  the  petitioners ;  and  there 
W'ould  wot  annually  appear  on  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  applications  for  large  grants  of  money,  for  the  fupport 
of  this  colony,  as  there  are  yearly  for  the  feveral  provinces  of 
iNova  Scotia,  Georgia,  and  Eaf  and  Wefl  Florida 


On  w^hat  authority  however  is  it  afferted,  that  the  lands  in 
quelfion  would  now  yield  more  money  than  is  ao-reed  to  be 

received  for  them  r - It  is  near  tujo years  fince  application  was 

frf  made  for  the  purchafe  of  thefe  lands;  and  we  have  not 
heaid,-  that  any  perfbns,  either  in  Europe  or  Jlmerica,  have 
made  any  oiler  for  them ;  though  the  application  has  been 

known  ^ndmuch  talked  of.' - All  America  has  heard  of  it  ;  and 

Virginia,  in  particular,  has  been  oficially  acquainted  with  it, 
for  n^zvfixteen  months,  by  order  of  the  board  of  trade; — and  yet 
that  colony  has  been  fo  very  far  from  offering  any  fum  of  money 
for  thefe  lands,  that  the  prefident  of  the  council  of  Virginia, 
in  hi-s  letter  to  the  earl  of  Hilliborough,  [appendix,  e.]  has 
earneflly  folicited,  that  they  may  be  given  to  that  province, 
and  the  produce  of  them  be  appropriated,  to  the  fund  for  the 
‘ffipport  oj  government,  and  the  contingent  charges  thereof" 
ir  there  are  however  any  gentlemen,  who  wi(h  to  purchafe  the 
king’s  rands  in  North  America,  why  do  they  not  come  forth 
and  tender  theii  propofals  to  the  treafury  ? — His  majeflvhas  dill 
great  plenty,  undilpofed  of;  and  if  the  meritorious  example 


i  he  pailiamentary  grants,  for  the  civil  ejiall'ip-.meiit  of  thefe  colonies, 

amount  to  1,012,831 /.  2  j.  i'fj. 


'ro  Nova  Scotia 
i  o  Cjeoi  ^ia 
I  o  Kail  Florida 
1  o  Weft  Ilorida 


1‘  s.  d. 
707,320  19  7; 

214,610  3  1' 

45,400  0  o 

45,500  o  o 
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of  Mr.  Walpole  and  his  compianions.  Is  followed, _ lar^c 

fums  may  foon  be  derived  from  a  foiirce,  firji  explored  and 
communicated  by  them. — In  the  provinces  Nova  Scotia  and 
Eajl  and  Weji  Florida,  not  an  acre  of  the  king’s  lands  has  ever 
been  fold but  all  thefe  lands  have  been  given  away ,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  they  have  been  exempted  from  any  quit-rent  ^cvhatfoever, 

for  tenyears. - And  yet  parliament,  as  has  been  obferved,  vote, 

yearly,  at  lead:  16,000/.  for  the  civil  department  ^  veij 

_  governments. - In  the  recent  eflabiifhment  of  a  colony  on  the 

ifland  of  St,  Johns  in  North  America, — were  the  king’s  lands 
fold  in  that  ifland  ?  and  did  the  treafury  receive  any  money  for  them  ? 
furely  not  j — but  individuals  were  much  benefited ; — and  yet  the 
quit-rents  referved  to  the  king,  were  gracioufly  and  mod:  gene- 
given  for  twenty  jears,  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  ifand. - And  is  there  not,  at  this  very  time,  a 

petition  before  the  lords  for  trade  and  plantations, ---praying  the 
eflabiifhment  of  a  new  colony  on  the  river  Mifijfippi - with¬ 

out  either  offering  to  pay  any  pur  chafe  money  X.o  the  treafury  yir 

the  lands,  or  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  new  colony ; - but 

only  propofing,  “  that  the  proprietors  of  the  lands,  fliall  pay 

the  ufual  quit- rent  to  the  crown?” — To  conclude, — - 

is  it  not  highly  incompatible  with  the  dignity,  liberality  and 
juftice  of  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  to  imagine,, 
that  their  lordfhips  would  attempt  to  vacate  an  agreement, 
pregnant  with  the  greatefi;  national  advantages,  in  point  of  pre¬ 
cedent,  revenue,  and  commerce,— on  a  bare  faggejlion, — —that  two 
years  after  fuch  agreement  was  made,  they  might  pofflhly  make  a 
better  bargain  ?  ~ — in  ihort,  if  any  fum,  however  great,  was 
now  tendered  for  the  lands,  which  Mr.  Walpole  and  his  affo- 
ciates  firjl  gave  the  idea  of  purchafing,  and  for  which  no  other 
offer  has  been  made-— it  is  humbly  appi*ehended,  their  lordfliips 
would  think  themfelves  precluded  by  every  principle  of  juflice, 
from  accepting  it -as  nothing  has  been  negledted  on  the  part  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  for  the  full  accomplifhment  of  their  agreement. 

It  is  faid,  however,  that  it  is  repugnant  to  every  juft 
principle  of  colonization,  to  permit  fettlements  to  be  made 
the  Allegany  mountains  j  and  that  all  fettlements  in  North 

America,  ffoould  be  confined  to  thefea-coajL  -—We  fhall  endea- 

E  vour 


vour  to  aniwer  ihts  objection  concifely  and  fatisfaitorily  j — and 
prove,  that  fome  very  wife  miniders  have  thought  and  adted 
quite  differently  on  this  fubjedl. 

In  the  year  1746,  Sir  William  Gooch,  baronet,  the  then  lieu¬ 
tenant  governor  of  Virginia,  in  confequence  of  infrudliojis from 
hence,  gra?ited  large  quantities  of  land  on'^ the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
■ — And  in  November  I747>  he  informed  the  lords  commiffioners 
for  trade  and  plantations.  That  ‘‘  we  have  already  twocountys 
well  peopled  on  the  wefern  fde  of  the  great  mountains T 

I 

In  year  1748,  Mr.  John  Banbury  and  a  number  of  other 
gentlemen  petitioned*  the  king  for  a  grant  of  500,000  acres  of 
land  over  the  Allegany  mountains,  and  07i  the  river  Ohio^  a  fid  its 
branches  ;  and  the  lords  commiliioners  for  trade  and  plantations 
were  then  pleafed  to  report  to  the  lords  committee  of  his  maje- 
lly’s  mod  honourable  privy  council, — ‘‘  hloat  the  fettlement  of 
the  country  lying  to  the  wejlward  of  the  great  mountains  as  it 
was  the  centre  of  the  Britifli  dominions,  wuould  be  for  his 
majejly  s  interefl,  and  the  advantage  and  fecurity  of  Virginia 
and  the  neighbouring  colonies V 

And  on  the  23d  of  February  174^,  the  lords  commiffioners ^ 
for  trade  and  plantations  again  reported  to  the  lords  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  privy 'council,  That  they  had  “  fully  fet  forth  the 
great  utility  and  advantage  of  extending  our  fettlements  beyond 
‘‘  the  great  mountains',  f which  report  has  been  approved  of  by^ 
your  lordffiips).— And  as,  by  thefe  new  propofals,  there  is  a 
great  probability  of  having  a  much  larger  tradi  of  the  faid 
country  fettled,  than  under  the  former,  we  are  of  opinion,  that 
it  will  be  greatly  for  his  majefys  fervice,  and  the  welfare  and 
‘‘  fecurity  of  Virgini  a,  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitionP' 

On  the  i6th  of  March  I74t»  tnfriidiion  was  fent  to  the* 
governor  of  Virginia,  to  grant  500,000  acres  of  land,  over  the 
Allegany  mountains,  to  the  aforcfaid  Mr.  Banbury  and  his  part- 
nersj  and  that  infrudlion  fets  forth,  That  ^\fiich  fettlements  will 
“  be  for  our  interejl,  and  the  advantage  and  fecurity  of  ouv  faid 
colony,  as  well  as  the  advantage  of  the  neighbouring^  ones  ; — in  as 
much  as  our  loving  fuhj chi s  will  he  thereby  enabled  to  cultivate  a 

“  friendihip 


r 


C  27  3 

friendjfdipi  (tnd  carry  on  a  more  extenfive  commerce  ^ccith  the 
‘ ‘  na tions  of  Indians  inhabiting  tbofe  parts ;  and  such  ex  a  m  p l  k s 
“  77iay  likewife  mduce  the  neighbouring  colonies  to  turn  their 
“  thoughts  TOWARDS  DESIGNS  OF  THE  SAME  NATURE.’' 


In  the  year  1752,  the  legiflature  of  Virginia  pafled  an  ad  of 
cfembly,  exempting  all  the  fettlers  over  the  mountains  from  the 
payment  of  all  kind  of  taxes  for  ten  years  3  and  the  iate  king  v/as 
gracioufly'pleafed  to  give  his  royal  affent  thereto  3 - -And  in 


May  1754,  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  by  advertife- 
ments  publifhed  in  all  the  American  news-papers,  tnvtted  and 
€7icouraged fettleme7its  over  the  mountains. 


In  Au^uft  17^4.,  the  king  s  minifters  weie  fo  convinced  of 
X\\^  policy  and  expediency  of  fettling  the  country  over  the  Alle¬ 
gany  mountains,  that  his  majefty,  for  the  encouragement  there¬ 
of,  iffued  additional  infrudltons  to  the  governor  cf  Viiginia, 
direding  him  to  exempt  all  lands  lying  to  the  weflnvard  oj  t.^e 
great  ridge  of  tnouiitains  from  all  pure  hafe-mo7iey  and  any  quit-rent 
for  ten  year s.—^x\A  in  November  1754,  the  leglilature  of  Virgi¬ 
nia  paired  another  ad  of  affembly  for  the  further  encouragement 
of  perfons  to  fettle  over  the  Allegany  mountains  3 — by  which  ad, 
indead  of  ten  years,  as  formerly  allowed,  they  veer e  to  he  exempted 
from  the  payment  of  all  kind  of  taxes  for  fifteen  years  3  and  to  this 
ad,  his  late  majefty  was  aljo  pleafed  to  give  his  royal  appro¬ 
bation. 


Do  thefe  public  fads  verify  the  prefent  dodrine,---— That 
fettlements  over  the  Allegany  7nountains  aie^  repugnant  to^ 
“  every  juft  principle  of  colonization  ?” — or  do  tney  not,  in  die 
cleareit  manner,  exprefsly  contravene  fucli  polition  r  -  ut  it  is 
infinuated,  that,  in  the  year  1763,  pokey  ^-as  changed,  zni  a 
proclamation  was  iffued,  prohibiting  fettlements  over  t.oe  Allegany 
^mountains. - Does  the  language  or  fp.rit  ^  s 

herefy  temporary,  and  only  until  fuch  ‘hejan^ds  ‘‘jere 

“  ceded  to  the  king  or  purchafed  by  him. 

Tht  declare  it  to  be  our  royal  will  and  pkafure>  the  pr e- 
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“  SENT  ”  (fays  the  proclamation  *)  as  aforefald,  tore/erve  under 

of  the  Jhtd  Indianl, 

which  thn  ^  ^^^Jiveflward  of  the  four  ces  of  the  rivers 

nich  fall  into  the  fea  from  the  weft  and  north-weft  as  afore* 

'  /  poffible  for  any  declaratory  words  to  be  more 

perfp;cuous  and  deciftve  ?  They  mention  exprefsly  to  Z- 

teS  the  lands  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indians-, - but  as  V  had 

noufe  for  the  lands  bounded  by  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  theZver 
Ohio,  eitherfor  refidence  or  hunting,— tltey  were  therefore  de- 
fnous  of  felling  them,— and  accordingly  didfell  them  to  the  kin^ 

in  Isovember  1768: - of  courfe,  the  proclamation,  fo  far  as 

I  regarded  the  fettlement  of  the  above-mentioned  lands  has 

r.bfoluteiy  and  undoubtedly  ceafed. - -The  late  Mr.  Grenville 

who  was  at  the  time  of  iffuing  proclamation,  the  minifteroi 

anZfo  I  ^fpurehafedisom  the  nJives, 

und  toi  that  leafon,  and  from  a  thorough  conviftion  that  it 

was  true  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  encourage fettkments  on 
the  Ohio,  not  to  confine  them  to  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Al¬ 
legany  mountains,— /at-  early  became  one  of  Mr.  Walpole’s  com- 
pany  _;  and  earl  Temple  now  reprefents  and  holds^  his  lhare 
therein,  for  the  ufe  of  his  fon ;— and  the  late  lord  Hallifax,  who 
for  a  ^ry  long  time,  with  dirtinguithed  honour  to  himfelf  and 
fiitisfadion  both  to  Britain  and  America,  prefided  at  the  board  for 

thl  reZi^wTlZT  °f  board  when 

nn  ^  J74-9>  in  favour  of  fettlement  s  over  the 

Allegany  mountains,  uniformly  faid,  that  the  proclamation  of 

1763,  was  5»^defigned  to  reftrain  fettlements,  until  fuch  time 
as  the  country  purchafed  from  the  Indians;  and  his  lordC 
but  a  few  weeks,  before  he  died,  frankly  obferved,  that  he  was 
°  opinion  then,  as  he  always  had  been,  that  it  was  th“ 

.ndifputable  policy  of  this  kingdom,-"  to  encoumge  fettkment; 

Amc  cam  S’  the 

felZs  t  —  "^^blifiaing  manufadories  among  them. 


Vide  this  proclamation  in  the  appendix,  5. 


And 


“  tlioZi'^Sn^Zhe’bSrof  temporary)  fays  a  very  excellent  au- 
C  nin„  tne  bounds  of  the  colonics,  threw  vaft  numbers,  in  the 

“  Northern 
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And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  farmers  of 
America  are  m  general  a  plain  and  induftrious  fet  of  ncoole  . 
and  do  not  puzzle  themfelves  with  nice,  theoretical  refin- 
ments.  I  hey  remember  jaBs  ■,  and  efpccially  fuch  as  are  oiA 
public  nature,  and  iiave  a  relation  to  their  own  conveni'^nce  or 
advantage.  Thus  they  all  recoiled  the  ftrong  cncoura^emert 
given  for  many  years  to  fettle  the  lands  over  the  Alte^^anv 
mountains;-  and  it  is  fo  indelibly  engraven  on  their  mmds 
that  It  will_  require  arguments,  not  lefs  than  fupernatu- 
ral,  to  ^convince  them,  that  no%v  the  country  is  ceded  by 
the  natives,  it  can  poffibly  be  criminal  to  fettle  it. — _ And 

provinc'al  proclamations, 
the  dread  and  horrors  of  afavage  <mar—the  execution  of  a  milt-  ' 
tary  force,  nor  that  of  a  fanguinary  ad  of  afembly,  were  fufficient 
(even  before  the  country  was  purchafed  from  the  Indians)  to 

prevent  tne  fettlement  of  the  lands  over  the  mountains. _ — 

1  thele  important  and  alarming,  conliderations  were  not  then 
fufficient  to  do  it,  mull  not  every  unprejudiced  mind  be  con-; 
vinced  ?  That  now  the  country  is  purchafed,  and  the  people 
havefeen  the  proprietors  of  Pennfylvania,  who  are  the  prefumed, 
hereditary  fupporters  of  Britijh  policy  in  their  own  province, 
give  every  degree  of  encouragement  to  fettle  the  lands  Wefward 
of  the  mountains,  and  the  legiilature  thereof,  at  the  fame  time, 
effedtually  corroborate  the  meafure, — that  they  will  not  be 
reftridted  from  cultivating  the  luxuriant  country  of  the  • 

Northern  ones^  into  manufciSfories,  who  would  have  left  thofe  colonies  and 
hccotne  pldnters  oj^ Jidple  commodities  in  fertile  lands  5  but  j^rom  which  that 
‘‘  proclamation  then  excluded  them.”— And  the  fame  author  judicioudy  ob> 
ferves,  that  “  the  eftablifhment  of  a  colony  on  the  Ohio  would  give  a  terrib’e 
“  blow  to  the  manufatflories  of  our  prefent  colonies  ;  and  be  a  means  of  totally 
“  counteracting  the  late  determined  refolution  to  put  an  end  to  all  imports 

“  from  Britain: - For  fuch  new  colony  as  this  would  draw  away  all  the  neople 

“  that  had  either  no  employment,  or  but  an  indilFerent  one:  and  it  is  precifely 
“  by  fuch,  that  the  Northern  cohnies  are  able  to  carry  their  manufactories  to 
“  fuch  lengths;  fuch  indeed  being  the  only  people,  in  any  country,  by  waoai 
“  manufadories  can  be  carried  on.  In  fliort,  this  would  be  juft  taking  the 
“  hom  manufadJories^  and  fetting  them  about  the  of  com- 

“  modities ;  by  which  means,  they  would  purchafe  all  their  neceiiaries  froki 
Britain:  probably  to  as  great  an  amount,  as  the fugar  colonics^  per  head.” 


•f'); 


Ohio  -k— But  even  admitting  that  it  might  formerly  have 
been  a  queftion  of  fome  propriety,  whether  the  country  thonld 
be  permitted  to  be  fettled  3  it  cannot  furely  become  a  lubjedt  ot 
enquiry  now ;  when  it  is  an  obvious  and  certain  truth,  that  at  leajt 
:ten  thoufaad  Britijlo  families  are  already  fettled  there.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  laid,  defray  their  plantations,  and  drive  them  to  thteafern 
fide  of  the  mountains.  Suppofe  this  kind  of  policy  Biould  be 
admitted,— can  the  people  be  removed  ?— It  is  anfwered,— the 
foregoing  hiftory  of  fads  will  demondrate,  not  only  the  folly, 

but  the  impradficability  of  the  meafure : - and  therefore, 

fhould  it  not  rather  be  enquired,  whether  the  labour  and  acqui- 
fition  of  at  lead  ten  thoufand  families,  (probably  many  7nore  by 
this  time)  ought  to  be  totally  lod  to  the  realm?— Or  whether  it 
is  wifdom  to  leave  fuch  a  body  of  people  lawlefs  and  ungoverned, 
and  thereby  create  occafion  for  another  mournful  and  bloody 
trap-edy,  fuch  as  was  lately  exhibited  on  the  frontiers  of  North 
■Carolina? — —Sound  policy  will  not  furely  recommend  this 
manner  of  colonizing  and  encreafing  the  wealth,  ftrengtn  and 
commerce  of  the  empire  ?— — But  it  will  point  out  to  Ub— that 
it  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  government,  to  render  bad  fub- 
jeds  ufeful  fubjeBs  I  and  for  that  purpofe,  immediately  to 
edablifh  law  and  fubordination  among  them;  and  thereby 
.early  confirm  their  native  attachment  to  the  laws,  traffick,  and 

cudoms  of  this  kingdom. - And,  in  anfwer  to  thofe  who  are 

of  opinion,  that  the  lands  on  the  fea-coajl  ought/;^?  to  bejettled, 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,— that  in  Virginia,  Maryland^ 
JSlew  ferfey^  Pennjylvanta,  I\ew  Vork,  Co^inedlicut,  and  Rhode 
If  and,  there  is  no  vacant  land : — Butin  the  iVlafi'achufTets,  New 
Hampdiire,  Canada,  and  Nova  Scotia  governments,  there^is 
doubilefs  much  vacant  land ;  as  there  is  alfo  in  the  ¥lo7  idas^,  ^  et 
of  what  avail  is  it,  that  there  are  large  vacant  trads  in  thefe 
provinces,— when  it  is^  found  to  be  morally  impofiible  io force 

t  ‘‘  So  foon  as  planters  want  land,  they  flarve  ;  and  to  avoid  that,  people 
“  will  do  any  thincr.  It  is  for  this  reafon,  that  although  they  are  confined  m 

their  bounds,  by  the  proclamation  of  Oaober  1763,  yet  they  pay  no  legard 
‘‘  to  it.  To  confine  them  to  thefe  bounds,  is  to  jiarve  many  ot  them  ;  and  to  oblige 
“  the  rejl,  to  enter  into  mcinufa5ior  'tes,  and  a  foreign  trade.  ^ 

State  ut  Great  Britain,  5cc.— printed  in  1767. 
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the  people  of’ the  middle  provinces,  between  37  and  40  North' 
latitude,  (where  there  is  plenty  of  vacant  land,  in  their  own 
temperate  climate) — to  remove  either  to  the  frozen  regions 
of  the  northern, firjl  named  provinces  ^  ;  or  to  the  fcorching,  un- 
whoiefome  heats  of  the  Floridas%  ?— The  inhabitants  of  Mont¬ 
pelier  might  as  foon,  and  as  eafily  be  perfuaded,  to  remove  to  the 
morthern  parts  of  Ruffia;  or  to  Senegal.— In  fliort,  it  is  contend¬ 
ing  with  nature,  and  the  experience  of  all  ages,  to  attempt  to  com-- 
pel  a  people,  born  and  living  in  a  temperate  climate,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  rich,  healthful,  and  uncultivated  country--- 
to  travel  feveral  hundred  miles  to  a  fea-port,  in  order  to  make: 
a  voyage'to  fea  ;  and  fettle  either,  in  extreme  hot  or  cold  lati~- 

- If  the  county  of  York  was  vacant  and  uncultivated^, 

and  the  more  fouthern  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  were  in  want; 
of  land, — would  they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  driven  to  the^ 
North  of  Scotland  ?— Would  they  not,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition, 
jirjl  pofTefs  themfelves  of  that  fertile  country  — But  why  all., 

this  repugnancy  to  fettlements  over  the  AUeg.  ny  mountains  ? - 

Is  not  that  country  as  capable  of  producing  as  valuable  articles 
for  the  Britifli  markets,  as  (hanada  and  JAova  Scotia,  or  the ' 
Floridas"? — —Without  difpute,  it  is;  and  abundantly  more  fo, , 
than  any  of  the  northern  colonies,  whofe  flaple.  commodities  too  .' 


^  About  fix  years  ago,  feveral  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia  had  large  grants  Oi 
land  zlven  to  them  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  expeaation  of  their  exciting  people  to 
remove  tx om  Penv/yhama,  fettle  there.  The  experiment  was  made.  A 
number  of  German  families  did  move  to  Nova  Scotia —but  it  is  an  undoubted  : 
fadd  that  thefe  Germans  foon  found, — the  climate  fo  inhofpitable,  and  fo  very 
different  from  that  of  the  middle  colonies,- — that  all  or  the  greateft  pai  l  of  them 
deferted  Nova  Scotia,  and  returned  to  Pennfylvania.  -And  it  is  alio  equally 

.  1  /“I  _  _  ^  ^  A.  1  «  ^  Y  C\  1 


delerted  INova  ocona,  anu  x  ^  j 

true— that  the  fcheme  of  fettling  Nova  Scotia  from  that  province  has  been; 

entirely  dropped  for  fome  time  ;  and  that  it  will  never  be 

emigranons  from  Europe,  or  from  New  Hampfhire  and  the  Maflachuffet  s  Pay, 

mhen  there  is  a  fuperfluity  of  inhabitants  in  thefe  colonies. 


(( 
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t  “  We  think  of  nothing  but  extending  our  fettlements  fliil  further 
teftiferous  fea  coajis  ■,  even  to  the  funken  lagunes  of  Eajl  Floni^a,  and  the 
barren  fands  of  Mobile  and  Penfacola.  The  only  ufe  new  fett  ements  in  horth 
America,  is  for  the  people  in  the  northern  and  other  colon, es,  who  want  lands 
to  make  flaple  commodities  for  Britain,  to  remove  to  them  :  But  none  wE  ever  go  to 
Florida,  or  thrive  in  it ;  more  than  they  have  done  in  Caro.ma  and^  Gcotgm.- 
The  climate  of  Florida  is  more  intemperate,  the  lands  marc  barren,  anr 
ct  .fituation  mu,h  worfe  in  every  refpea.”  State  of  Great  Lntam  and  Amerua 
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'often  interfere  with  thofe  of  the  mother  country, 
Portugal,  and  Italy  *. 


in  Spain, 


The  land  over  the  mountains  is  excellent, - the  climate 

temperate  j  the  native  grapes,  filk- worms  +,  and  mulberry  trees 

are  every  where; - hempf  grows  fpontaneoully  in  the  valleys 

and  low  lands,  and  there  are  plenty  of  iron  ore  and  coals  in 

the 
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“  tnat  tne  ^*  commodities  of  our  colonies  decrcaCe  in  value 

in  proportion  to  their  d.Jlance  from  the  fun.  In  the  central  or  middle  colo¬ 
nies,  they  now  make  to  the  amount  of  9  r,  b'd.  per  head  ;  and  in  the  north 
ern  fettlements,  to  that  only  of  2r.  6  d.  This  fcale  furely  (uagefts  a  m cfft 
i^mpoitant  leffon,— to  avoid  colonization  tn  northern  latitudes.  What  are  we 
however  to  think  of  above  a  million  Jierling  in  plantim.  another  co 

lony,  yet  more  to  the  North  than  any  of  the  reftpia  cobny,  which  many 
years  after  the  expence,  exported  only  to  the  amount  of  18  I,  6  r.  od  fu’ch  vVas 
he  export  of  tom  in  the  year  .761.  The  ptoi/uaion  oi J}a]le  ciZltZ 
ties,  is  the  only  tufmefi  proper  for  colonies  ■,—iot  want  of  this  capital  founda'ion 
of  a  colony,  our  northern  ktt\ements,  we  have  found,  are  full  oj  farmers  ma 

Tp  but  no  pvJt^tjJnis  is  Z'. 

cfBntmn  herlelf;  confequently  a  livalry  between  them  mu/in 
evitably  take  place.  ^  m- 

t  Above  10,000  vveight  of  cocoons  was,  in  Auguft  1771  fold  at  fi,o  *  m- 
■  ature  m  Philadeli'hia.— The //f  produced  from  the  filk-worm  of  the  w/Vr/A 
colomcs  IS  excellent,  and  has  been  much  approved  of  in  this  city. 

+  Our  increaftng  dependance  on  Ruffia  for  hemp.,  is  a  fubiefl-  of  .!,»  *  /i 

national  confequence,  and  demands  oi  immediate  and  St  fetls  atilmfo 
hatwe  has  poinud  out  to  us,  where  we  may  '■afilv  and  foon  raife  an,  ' 
of  hemp  we  pleafe  ;  and  by  that  means,  not  only  yearlv  retain  a  la  ^  quantity 

of  fpecie  among  us,— but  employ  our  own  fubjectsmolt  rdvanrageoufi^  and’na’v 
them  in  the  inaiiulcidtories  ot  this  kingdom.  ^  ^ 

The  former  and  prefent  fituation  of  our  trade  with  Ruffia  is  as  follows  : 

From  the  year  1722  to  i73t,  two  hundred  and  fifty  Britifh  Shios 
were  font  tojt.  Peterffiurgh,  N^rva,  Rig^  and  l^rchangei;  for 

And  from  the  year  1762  to  1771,  five  hundred  fall  ^re  feiiTfor 
that  purpolc  to  thele  places,  —  _ 


Increafe  250  Ships. 


«rf.  J  ”;,o  iff  if  s"  S;,  £  >rw"  S:  s.;: 

and 
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the  hills.  If  tobacco,  -oolne,  Jilk,  hemp,  flax,  and  iron-\,  arc 
important  articles,  and  in  perpetual  demand  in  this  kingdom, 
and  vah  fums  of  money  ate  annually  paid  to  foreign  natrons  lor 
them  —which  is  notorious,— can  one  fubftantial  realon  be 
affigned  —why  Britain  fliould  be  deprived  of  all  the  commerce 
and^  riches  which  would  naturally  refult  from  fettling  fo  de- 
firable  a  country  as  this  ?  And  more  efpecially,  when  a  com- 
nanv  of  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune,  have  jKomifed,  and 
will  engage,  to  be  at  the  whole  expence  of  founding  and 
fuDporting  fuch  fettlement ;  and  do  not  requue,  even  onefmgle 
famih  from  England,  Ireland,  or  Scotland,  fr  that  pur poje 
It  mi  however  be  faid,— that  the  dift ance  frorn  the  fea  is  too 
great, ^ to  permit  filk,  wine,  hemp,  iron,  &c.  to  be  fent  fiom  the 

A  nf  the  P-reateft  naval  and  commercial  nation  in  the  world  to  depend 

+  “  The  rrand  ftapte  commodities  of  Horth  America  are,  or  ought  to 
«  te,  imp,  and  fla.  ;  which  ^1  the  fiuthe^  ^^0“ 

“  parts  of  the  continent  are  unfit  to  produce.  Thefe  lequiie  aft 
tc  ^  ri  fpr-tilp  foil  *  and  can  never  be  made  on  barren  fands. 
c‘  therefore  of  Florida,  is  the  dired  way  to  difappoint  the  nation,  in  every 
therJore  North  America.  The  fiorthern  colonies  will  produce  no- 

“  thing  we  1  •  j  .  fea-coajls  of  the  fouthern,  are  as  improper  for  that 

thing  of  this  kind  ;  and  tde  jea  coaj  j 

‘‘  purpofe.’’ 

^  .  r  ^  ^  f  fVp  M'llTilTitfi  and  Ohio  that  we  muff  look  for  hemp 

“  IZ  i,r  thofe“e  naas  be  cultivated  in  fuch  abundance, 

and  flax  ;  which  , ,  .  n  fupply  our  own  confump- 

“  “ 'i*  “SXtg  “  S.'?K,..a=  wo„u 

and  not  in  the  low,  unhea  t  ea  c  .  f^jjaples  in  her  colonies,  that 

&c.  than  (he  does  at  prelent,  wu  "  fg  To  enlarge  upon  all  the 

revenue,  freight,  feamen,  itfelf  ” 

advantages  of  fuch  a  change  j  concerning  the  Britljh  Empire.  _ 

p  Ohio 
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Ob.io  to  this  kingdom.  Should  any  fuch.objeaion  he  made,— 
it  need  only  be  obferved,  that  it  is  not  than  forty  miles 
from  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  to  the  waters  of  the  Potomack, 
and  that  the  carriage,  even  in  the  laft  French  war,  quite  to 
Alexandria,  nvherc  the  ty'arfports  landed  Braddockl s  troops^  was 
then  25  per  centum  ]cfs  than  is  daily  paid  on  cutlery,  and  other 
articles  of  little  value,  from  Birmingham  to  London and 
that  the  river  Ohio  always  affords  a  very  cheap  and  iafe  con¬ 
veyance  for  trolly  hernpy  and  fuch  bulky  articles  to  the  fea,— - 
even  much  cheaper  than  from  Northampton  to  London. 

But  if  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  it  fliould  be  fill  urged, 
That  it  is  againf  every  juft  principle  of  colonization  to  fufFer 
fettlements  to  be  made  over  the  Allegany  mountains  Let 
it  be  afked,  whether  the  friendfiip  and  commerce  of  the  Six 
NationSy  and  the  great  weflern  confederacy,  are  of  any  import¬ 
ance  to  this  kingdom  ?  For  thefe  cannot  be  maintained,  un- 

lefs  a  colony  is  foon  eftablidied  on  the  Ohio. - It  is  not 

unknown,  we  fuppofe,  that  a  late  minifter,  from  a  full  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  incompetency  of  tlie  prefent  colonies  to  regulate  the 
Indian  trade  (founded  not  only  on  their  -incapacity,  and  the 
experienced  inefficacy  of  their  laws  for  that  purpofe;  but  on 
the  united  opinions  of  the  North  American  agents  and  mer¬ 
chants  taken  on  that  occafion)  did  make  a  ftrong  reference 
to  the  lords  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations ;  and 
therein  clearly  fuggeft  the  neceffity  of  a  colony  being  efta- 
bliffied  on  the  Ohio,  &c.  Their  lordlhips  were  however  then  of  a. 
different  opinion,  with  refpedt  to  that  part  oH  the  reference ; 

*  I'he  charge  of  tranfportation  even  during  the  war,  when  there  was  no  hack 
carriage  from  the  Ohio  to  Alexandria,  was  only  about  a  halfpenny  per  pound, 
as  the  publick  accounts  jheWy  viz. 

/.  5,  d. 

From  Alexandria  to  Fort  Cumberland,  by  water  O  i  7  per  Civt, 

From  Fort  Cumberland  to  Redftone  Creek,  at  14  dollars  per 

waggon  load  ;  each  waggon  carrying  15  Cwt.  O  4  2 

Note.  The  diftance  was  then  70  miles ;  but  by  a  new  wag-  - — 

gon  road  lately  made,  it  is  now  but  40  miles. — Afaving  059  fer  Cwt, 
o«'  courfe,  of  above  one  half  is  at  prefent  experienced..  .  .—■«  ■■ 

and 
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and  therefore,  hi  the  year  1768,  it  was  fubmitted  to  the  colo^ 

nies  to  make  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  Indian  trade  ; - - 

the  confequence  was,  the  refpedive  aflemblies  deliberated  fe£ion 
after  feffion  thereon,  without  forming  any  proper  plan  fox'  the 
purpofe ;  as  they  were  fully  convinced,  any  laws  they  might 
make  could  not  take  effe^l:  in  the  Indian  country  and  that 
if  otie  colony  fhould  eftablifh  a  code  of  regulations,  another 
would  probably  conceive,  a  better  might  be  formed  (as  had  been 
the  caie  in  the  year  1758,  between  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
PennfyhaniaJ  or,  at  leaf!:,  thatfuch  other  regulations  might  be 
made,  as  would  be  more  favourable  to  the  particular  traders  of 
that  colony.  And  thus,  iv  om  jealoufy,  difcordant  interefs,  and  a 
limitation  in  the  extent  of  the  colonial  boundaries  andjurifdic- 
tion,  no  fuitable  laws  were  made; — and  the  king’s  fub;eds  were 
not  only  left  at  liberty  to  enter  the  Indian  villages,  wholly  un¬ 
governed;  but  to  debauch  the  natives  with  the  mod  pernicious' 
inflammatory  liquors,  and  pradife  on  them  every  fpecies  of  fraud. 
Complaints  and  remonftrances  to  the  king’s  agents  were  the  na¬ 
tural  confequence  of  this  kind  of  difreputable  traffic  -and  as 
the  Indians  found,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  thefe  agents 
toredlify/V,  they  became juftly  incenfed,and  threatened  to  com¬ 
mence  hoftilities  againfl  the  middle  colonies. 

In  this  unfortunate  fituation  was  the  Indian  trade  in  the  year 

jyyo  ; - and  to  remedy  it,  it  was  again  recommended  to  the 

feveral  American  legiflatures  to  fall  on  fome  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  abufes  coniplained  of.- - From  motives,  both  of 

interefl  and  inclination,’  the  refpeaive  affemblies  were  defirous 

of  obeying  this  reiterated  recommendation; - But  limited 

and  divided,  as  they  all  were,  in  boundary  and  jiirifdiBion,. 
they  again  felt  their  incapacity  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  therefore  a 
union  of  the  colonies  was,  in  their  apprehenfion,  the  only  means 
by  which  there  was  a  chance  of  their  regulating  the^  Indian 
trade ‘f’..’ - Accordingly  the  legiflature  of  *  Pennfylvania  paffed 


*  Formerly  the  laws  of  the  colonies  were  fufficient  to  regulate  the  Indian  trade, 
when  the  Indian  villages  were  within  their  undoubted  limits but  now  the  Indians 
hunt  and  refide  very  far  beyond  them, . 


F  Paper,  N®4,  \n  appendix,  propofes  an  eafy,  effe£l:ual,  and  juftly  poli¬ 
tical  plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  North  American  Indian  trade, 

^  °  '  an 


an  i\Cl  ofalTcrnbly  in  February  1771,  to  appoint  commijjioners 
to  meet  u'it h' co?nmiJ/ioners  who  art\  or  may  be  appointed  by 
the  legiJI at  tires  of  the  neighbouring  colonies  to  form  and  agree 
“  on  a  general  plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  Indian  trade.” 
And  the  governor  of  New  Jerfey  acquainted  his  afiembly  in 
April  lad,  that  the  governments  of  Virginia.^  P ennfylvania^ 

‘‘  'New  Tork,  and  ^ebecky  have,  as  I  underhand,  already  ap- 
‘‘  pointed  commijjioners y  woho  are  to  meet  together y  and  form  fome 
plan  for  this  defirable  purpofe.”— — On  this  new  and  very 
extraordinary  lydem  it  may  not  now  be  amifs  to  make  a  few 
obfervations. — If  the  colonies  had  not,  as  has  been  obferved,  in 
their  JeparatCy  refriBedand  divided  fituations,  an  ample  jurifdic- 
tion  for  the  purpofe  recommended, — it  will,  we  prefume,  be 
readily  acknowledged,  they  could  not  acquire  any  additional 
legal  powers  for  that  end,  from  this  efablijhed  union y  by  pro-  , 

vincial  commiffioners  ^ - and  if  fo,  what  could  be  the  ufe  of 

occafional  congrefles,  formed  under  the  authority  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  legidatures  t - None  furely  to  this  kingdom  j — but  pro¬ 

bably  a  board,  confiding  of  delegates //w;;  all  the  colonies,  would 
ibon  remove  local,  provincial  jealoufes  and  prejudices, — maintain 
a  free  and  general  correfpondence  through  America,  and  confult 
and  determine  the  future  partial  inter efi  of  that  great  continent. 

To  conclude,  we  have,  we  prefume,  clearly  diewn,  that  from 
the  year  1746,  to  the  year  1754,  the  ftronged:  marks  of  royal  en¬ 
couragement  were  given  to  fettle  the  country  over  the  moun¬ 
tains  ; - that  the  fiijpenfon  of  this  encouragement,  by  the  pro¬ 

clamation  of  1763,  was  merely  temporary,  until  the  lands  were 
purchafedof  the  natives^— that  the  avidity  to  fettle  thefe  lands  was 
lb  great,  that  large  fettlements  were  made  thereon  before  they  were 

purchafed; - that  although  the  fettlers  were  daily  expofed  to 

the  cruelties  of  the  favages,  neither  a  military  force  nor  repeated 

proclamations  could  induce  them  to  vacate  thefe  lands; - 

that  the  colony  of  Virginia  has  earnedly  reprefented  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  encouraging  lawful  fettlements  thereon,  and  the  very  ' 

injurious  confequences  of  delaying  it; - that  fnce  the  pur- 

chafe  of  the  country  from  the  Six  Nations,  at  leaji  ten  thoufand 

BritifJd  families  have  fettled  over  the  mountains  ; - that  the 

proprietors  of  Pennfylvania  have,  in  the  mod  public  manner, 

,cncouraged  fuch  fettlements; - that  the  Americans  naturally 

imagining  S 
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regulation  of  T  ^  °  ‘^  colonies  are  incompetent  for  the 

Jhat  tlr  ^  ^  We  therefore  humbly  hope 

for  cfereding  the  lands^agre^ed 

as  a  ineafur^?oTfr°r°"^^  without  delay, -.-will  be  confidered 
peaL  ani  r  ^  ^undeft  pohc^  ■  highly  conducive  to  the 

-wife. regulath^'^^\^^^ f 


STATE 
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STATE  oF  the  KING's  QUIT-KENTS  m 


north  AMERICA. 


Confideration-mo- 

Iney  paid  to  the  king 
(for  the  lands. 


The  time  the  lands  are  exempted 
from  quit*rent. 


Quit- rents  received. 


Expence  to  this  coun-l 
try  for  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  government  01 1 
the  colonies. 


Iflandof  St.  Johns  —  None 


J^ova  Scotia 

Canada  — 
Maflachuflets 
Conneaicut 

Rhode  Ifland 
Mew  Hamplklre 

New  York 
Mew  Jerfey  — 

Pennfylvania  — 
Maryland 


—  None  — ' 


_  20  years. 


10  years. 


-1 


5 


Wholly  exempt  from 
and  all  payments  to  the  crown 


quit-rents  ^ 


None 


And  yet  no  quit-rents 

have  been  received,  / 
tho’  the  colony  was  t 
eftabli(hed22;?etf«  ago,  } 


_  None 


^.707,3^0  19  7  I 


—  None 


reftored  to  thtj 


_  None 


I 

\ 

r 


This  colony  was  ^ 
crown  in  the  *^93-4,  and  je  > 

from  that  time  very  little 
rente  have  been  received. 


None 


i  Virginia 


—  None 


I 


wnoiiy  cAv-i..!;.- 
and  all  payments  to  the  crown. 

I  This  colony  was  rcafTumed  by  the  j 

j,eac  number  of 
rents  were  not  pa'd  • 

with  any  reiulanty  till  ?  3 

few  years  ;  and  now  frorn  j 

there  is  a  deduction  of  at  le  j 

per  cent. 


North  and  South  Ca- 7  I  —  None 

rolina - -  ^  1 


Georgia 


—  None  — 


lEaft  and  Weft  Florida  1  —  None 

r 1  £'  10460  7  3  5 

1  (which  is  all  the  mo- 

^  But  it  Is  pro-  i  ney  the  ‘ivhole  coum 
.  c _ )  (rrv  (vf  which  this  1 


I  the  cellion  iruwi  w.v 
t  (six  Nations.  Iwue. 


This  colony  was  fettled  in  the  year 
,735,  and  yet  no  quit-rents  have  been 

received. 

--  10  years,  »— «• 


plantation, 


;  “* 

If 

Nocfi  **•  1 

— .  None  —  1 

1 

>  - 
1 

—  — 

-  r-  1 

1 

j 

*.  1 

t 

—  •“*  “^1 

i- 

None  *-» 

^  214,610  3  li  1 

None  — “ 

I  90,900  00  1 

’f] 

s  >  — 

c 

IS 

1 

-  '1 

All  the  cxpences  of! 
the  civil  government! 
of  this  colony,  to  bej 
born  and  paid  by  thcj 
proprietors,  1 

A  P  p  E 


colony  of  Virginia.  ’  ^  ^  granting  of  lands,  within  the 


mitted  to  Mkrup’more*  thin  on^fho^  P^""- 

inftrudion  been  reo-arded  thnt  h  ;  and  yet  fo  Httie  has  that 

ro/ffiKe  of  the  councTl  of  ViVainia  °  oml  Tfew  tT^  granted 

the  printed  cafe  of  the  Ohio  comnlnv  -^  l  Y''^  f‘‘om 

prejudicial  to  the  king’s  intere/ Jthe  Y 

council  of  Vii-pinia  ufm  ^  1  rr  j  in  wnich  the  orders  of 

titioners  to  garble  in  opportunity  to  the  pe- 

following,  amongaYYvYttv  oToY  'Y 

be  produced,  is  fn  utdeniabirprool  «  if -ceffary. 


CC 

cc 
c  c 
<c 

(C 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
>  Cb 


-At  a  council  held  Tulv  12th  i^tr>  ‘c 

Gilnser  K  £”YaYtY 

wloY  S°Yi;elStol  Y"''”-’  Yr'"^  Tate,  Richa’rd  Jones,  M^illiain’ 
J>orn’ton,'  John  Pier;;,  WilTiLn  Nu’hffaYJw^^^ 

Nor]h^r'^‘r^  beginning  on,  the  grounds  between  this  colony  and 

dude  thelidYuamitT?’*''^  ''  p,  ,3 


CC 


CC 


TudYY'ToY'n’?"  Y  Eandolph,  Alexander  Mackenzie,  Robert 

Armiftead  Burwell,  Fdmund  Pendilton,  John  Willouohbv  Tohn  n/  h’ 
difon,  John  Shelton  Tnhn  ^  'ri  ' Mad- 

c.™- j  c.™,'i;rc.t':,  srt,.'?  r  S'™  ” 

'  V  “  granted 


A  P  P 


E  N  D  I  X  I. 


t  *  1  ^  AOo,oco  acres  of  land^  in  one  or  more 

thereof'^ 


i  f*/ t  • 

I.  not  be  iW*'  S,  “  *'S  io'He  W.  'i' »  «»’ 

s™“;  to  totto »« #«. 


,  •  1  ,.f  tIbP  firft  mentioned  order,  the  grantees  may 

By  the  g.-eat  lantuj  rf  J  different  f laces,  bemeen 

locate  tlieir  ^oof  j/,-  North  Carolina ;  and  can  it 

quit-rent  for  what  they  fliail  refufe. 


How  different  is  the  You'^tender  to 

furchafe  of  a  trad  of  country  on  the  was  paid  by  the 

government  the  immediate  payment  o  J  Stanwix  ; 

king,  for  all  the  lands  ceded  to  his  majefty  by  the  treaty  or  r 

and  thereby  eftablijio  ^  frecedent,  whic  in  ^  quantity  of 

to  the  crown  in  point  of  ^i^g^ebj  include  mounlains,  bogs, 

land  with  n  y«a.n  defined  bou  dar.^^^  and  th  y  ^ 

ptpo.voo,  id  ofc 

^ence,  a  civil  ‘  difmCerefted  motives ;  but 

are  not,  it  is  clear,  adtuatea  y  F  ,  •  fettlements  over 

are  even  favoured  with  the  of  aflembly 

the  Allegheny  (and  which  has  reuived  the  royal  appro- 

SS-eSL”  .;Tba^^ 

r  ?  fn  VffgbiaTs  lb  Obvioufly  prejudicial  to  his  majefty’s  intereft,  that  I 
muff  begkavl  to  quote  a  part  of  a  Lmorial  prefented  to  governor  Dunwiddie 
in  1752,  as  it  is  lo  clearly  expreflive  thereof. 


“The  landmongers,  by  procuring  an  order  ^ 

“  jt.  huUed  times  the  quantity,  and  it  ^ 

“  perfon  can  interfere;  when  they  meet  with  pure laers,  f,urcha‘c 

“  aken  up,  and  bis  majeftfs  land  is  granted  to  his  fubjeb  s,  not  by  <> 

■■  from  himfelf,  but  from  perfons  who  fubftitut.e  thewfelves  h,s  brokers,  and 

receive  the  full  value  of  them."' - - 


C( 
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From  hence  it  is  apparent,  that  the  method  of  difpofing  of  the  king’s 
lands  in  Virginia,  is  neither  honourable,  nor  ufeful  to  govermnent,  and  will 
not  be  attended  with  thole  national  advantages,  which  mull  undoubtedly 
refuk  from  the  plan  propofed  by  yourfelf  and  others  ^  and  at  the  fame  time, 
relieve  the  colony  of  Virginia  from  the  expenee  of  prote'mng  and  defending 
the  fettlers  over  the  Allegheny  mountains,  which,  by  the  above  recucd  a6c 
of  alTembly,  that  colony  undertook  to  do.  On  the  whole,  exclufive  of  the 
extraordinary  indulgences  afforded  to  the  peiTons  already  named,  permit  me 
alfo  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  4th  of  November  1745,  John  Biair,  Efq; 
of  the  council^  ^c.  had  leave  granted  to  take  up  100,000  acres  of  land  lyino- 
to  the  wejlward  of  the  line  of  Lord  Fairfax,  on  the  waters  of  Powtomack 
and  Youghyohgane,  and  four  years  time  to  furvey  the  fame  ;  and  on  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  William  M‘Mahon  and  company,  leave  was  granted  to  take  up 
60,000  acres  of  land,  joining  to  the  above  grant  of  John  Blair,  Eiq-,  and 
others,  and  upon  the  waters  of  Powtomack, and  northwefi  of  the  line 
of  Lord  Fairfax,  and  on  the  branches  of  Toughyoughgane  and  Monongeheluy  and 
five  years  allowed  to  furvey  the  fame. 

Is  it  poffible,  Sir,  for  any  locations  to  be  expreiled  in  more  general  words, 
for  private  emolument.,  and  more  fhamefully,  for  the  injurious  purpofe  of 
garbling  the  king’s  country  ?  And  yet  thefe  were  not  all  the  favours  ex¬ 
tended  to  thofe  perfons  i  for  on  the  26th  of  Oftober  1751,  John  Blair, 

Efqj  was  allowed  four  years  further  time  to  furvey.,  &c.  and  William  McMa¬ 
hon  and  company  were  allowed  five  years  further  time  to  furvey.,  Sec,  Thus, 
as  the  Ohio  company  juftly  obferved  to  governor  Dunwiddie, — “  Some‘per- 
fons  are  fo  far  from  being  at  any  expence,  or  procuring  any  public  ad- 
“  vantage,  that  they  have  made  large  fortunes  by  felling  his  majeftfs  lands 

Vf  hether  it  is'  wifdom  now  in  government  to  countenance  fettlements  to 
the  wejizvard  of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  it  is  not  my  buOnefs  to  deter¬ 
mine  ;  but  I  would  beg  leave  to  diew,  that  the  lords  of  trade  were  of  opi¬ 
nion  it  was,  as  is  obvious  from  their  repw^rt  of  February  23d,  1748,  to 
the  lords  of  his  majefty’s  council.  Their '  lorddiips  then  reported.  That 
“  the  fettlement  of  the  country  lying  to  the  wefiward  of  the  great  moun- 
tains,  as  it  was  the  center  of  the  Britilli  dominions,  would  be  for  his  ma- 
jefif  s  intereji.,  and  the  advantage  and  fecuriiy  of  Virginia  and  the  neighbouring 
“  colonies,  &c.”  And  adminiftration  have  alfo,  fince  that  time,  been  clearly 
of  the  fame  opinion,  by  confirming  the  ad  of  affembly  of  Virginia,  which  i 

exempted  the  fettlers  over  the  mountains  from  the  payment  of  all  taxes  for  j 

fifteen  years.  I  would  aho  remark  to  you,  that  upon  the  recommendation  of  t  j 

lord  Botletourt,  the  king  has  been  lately  gracioufly  pleafed  to  permit  the  i 

hound  ary -line,  as  fettled  by  Mr.  Stuart  with  the  Cherokees,  to  be  extended  | 

farther  to  the  fouthward  ;  and  that  this  extenfion  (though  wholly,  I  am  furc,  li 

unknown  to  government  here)  is  immediately  fubfervient  to  the  petitioners,  ?| 

A  2  in  ■  i 
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in  the  enormous  grant  of  800,000  acres,  mentioned  in  .the  beginning  of 
this  letter. 

If  the  'permiJJioji  of  a  purchafe  from  the  Cherokees^  favouring  fuoh  a  com¬ 
pany ,  and  thereby  admitting  them  to  make  fettlements^  is  proper  I  hope  I  may 
be  luffered  to  lay,  that  your  company  merit  every  encouragement  from  cro- 
vernmenr,  as  you  have  made  your  propofals  on  candid,  public,  and  honour¬ 
able  terms. 


From  what  has  been  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  this  letter,  and  the  fa6ls 
that  are  adduced,  relative  to  grants  in  Virginia,  it  will  not,  1  fuppofe,  be 
doubted,  but  if  government  fliall  bepleafed  to  delay  the  completion  of  your 
contract:  until  the  winter,  that  the  old  orders  of  council  (drawn,  as  has  been 
lliewn,  in  the  moft  loofe  and  indefinite  terms,  fo  as  to  locate  as  many  chofen 
Ipots  as  the  favourite  pleafes,  to  the  weftward  of  the  Allegheny  mountains)  will 
be  immediately  executed,  on  great  part  of  the  lands  you  have  agreed  for 
with  the  treafury  j  or  that  methods  will  be  taken  by  the  council  of  Virginia, 
and  their  friends,  by  borrowing  of  names^  kAc.  (as  is  ufual  in  that  and  fome 
other  colonies  ;  whereby  in  appearance  each  perfon  holds  but  one  thoufand 
acres)  to  have  lurveyed  to  their  ufe,  all  the  befi;  lands  comprehended  within 
your  boundaries. 


The  country  to  the  weftward  of  the  mountains,  I  am  well  informed,  is 
now  fettling  very  faft,  and  inftrudions  from  hence  cannot  well  hinder  fuch 
fettlements ;  for  under  the  fandion  and  fpirit  of  the  adl  of  aflembly  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  (confirmed  by  the  king)  fuch  fettlements  are  not  only  declared  lawful^ 
but  even  fo  politic^  as  that  the  greateft  encouragement  is  thereby  given  (as 
has  been  fhewn)  to  fettlers.  The  only  queflion  then,  in  m.y  opinion,  is, 
whether  individuals  in  Virginia  fhall  be  permitted  to  monopolize^  on  narrow 
and  finifter  principles,  the  country  to  the  weftward  of  the  Allegheny  moun¬ 
tains,  or  whether  you  and  your  affociates  fhall  be  encouraged  in  an  under¬ 
taking,  which  will  be  unqueftionably  expenfive  and  hazardous  to  yourfelves, 
but  as  inconteftably  pregnant  with  great  and  immediate  advantages  to  this 
kingdom,  in  point  of  revenue^  government^  and  commerce ;  and  likewife 
greatly  advantageous  to  the  colony  of  Virginia,  in  relieving  them  from  the 
coft  and  fatigue  of  defending  a  moft  extenfive  barrier. 


At  the  foot  hereof  you  have  a  lift  of  fome  of  the  large  grants  made  in  the 
colony  of  Virginia. 


I  am,  with  great  refped  and  efteem. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient, 

and  moft  humble  fervant. 


*  This  permilTion  was  granted  in  the  adminillration  of  the  earl  of  Hillfborough. 
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A  Liji  of  Oif'dcfS  of  Council  of  VtTginici^  being  all  that  could  be  pYocuved, 


John  Robinfon,  Efq;  one  of  the  council,  &:c.  _ 

John  Smith,  &c. 

James  Paton,  &c.  —  — 

Henry  Downes,  &c.  —  —  _  _ 

John  Blair,  Efq;  one  of  the  council,  &c.  —  — 

William  M‘Mahon,  &c. 

Bernard  Moore,  &c.  —  — 

John  Lewis,  Efq;  one  of  the  council,  &c. 

Payton  Randolph,  Efq;  &c.  —  — 

William  Winfton,  &c.  — 


Richard  Corbin,  Efq;  one  of  the  council,  and  three 
orders  for  —  —  —  _ 


2,000,000  acres. 
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EjXtracl  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  NeJfojiy  prefide?2t  of  the  council  of 
Virginia^  to  the  Earl  of  Hilljhorough,  dated  Virginia^  I'ith  Ociober^ 
1770. 


\ 

I.  the  evening  of  that  day,  your  lordfhip’s  letter  of  the  20th  of 

July  to  the  governor  was  delivered  to  me ;  and  as  it  contains  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  variety  and  importance,  it  hath  been  read  in  council  ^  and,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  feveral  papers  inclofed  in  it,  hath  been  maturely  confidered ; 
and  I  now  trouble  your  lordlliip  with  theirs,  as  well  as  my  own,  opinion  upon 
the  fubjed:  of  them. 

2.  1  muft  firft  acknowledge  the  propriety  and  juitice  of  your  lordfliip  and 
my  lords  commilTioners  of  the  treafury,  in  delaying  to  report  in  favour  of 
JVlr.  Walpole  and  his  alTociates,  for  fo  large  a  grant  of  lands  on  the  hack  of 
this  colony^  until  the  country  fhould  be  made  acquainted  with  it,  and  their 
reafons,  if  they  had  any,  in  objedion  to  it  fhould  be  heard. 

3.  The  inclofed  paper,  N°  i.  contains  the  proceedings  relative  to  the 
grants  to  the  Ohio  company  \  by  which  it  appears,  that  by  application  to 
his  late  majefly,  he  was  pleafed  to  order  his  then  governor  and  council  to 
grant  them  200,000  acres  upon  the  terms  expreffed  in  the  faid  paper;  and 
your  lordfhip  will  obferve,  that  though  fome  of  the  grantees  were  of  the 
council,  yet  many  of  them  were  alfo  refident  in  Great  Britain. 

4.  The  next  grant  in  order  of  time  on  or  near  the  Ohio,  was  by  procla¬ 
mation  from  lieutenant  governor  Dunwiddie,  promifing  2CO,coo  acres  of 
land  to  be  given  and  divided  among  fuch  as  would  voluntarily  enter  into  his 
majefty’s  fervice  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  at  that  time  violently  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  French  and  Indians,  and  thofe  lands  the  officers  and  foldiers 
who  ferved  are  at  this  infbant  furveying^  in  order  to  obtain  patents  for 
them  ;  and  their  right  fecms  to  be  a  good  one,  as  many  of  them  fealed  the 
contradt  with  their  blood,  whofeffiares  will  be  apportioned  among  their  lur- 
viving  wives,  children,  and  other  legal  reprefentatives. 

5.  This  lafb  grant  was  fo  much  approved  of  by  his  late  majehy,  that  he 
foon  after  adopted  and  enlarged  the  plan,  by  offering,  by  his  royal  procla¬ 
mation,  large  quantities  of  land  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  who  Ihould  enter 
into  his  fcrvice  on  this  continent ;  the  quantity  not  fixed,  but  500  acres  to 

a  colonel. 
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a  colonel,  and  fo  lefs  to  the  other  oflicers  according  to  their  rank,  and  even 
to  the  common  foldiers. 

6.  To  fatisfy  the  regiments  raifed  in  this  colony  upon  that  promife,  I  pre- 
fume  200,000  acres  will  he  required.  Befides  thefe,  we  have  been  told 
(though  we  have  never  had  an  authentic  copy  of  the  treaty  at  ForcStanwix) 
that  the  Indians  made  it  an  exprefs  condition  in  the  deed  of  ceffion  to  his 
majefty,  that  100,000  acres  of  it  iliould  be  granted  to  colonel  Croghan,  de¬ 
puty  of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  and  a  like  quantity  to  the  Pennfyivania  traders, 
as  a  recompence  to  them  for  the  injuries  and  damages  they  fiiftained  from 
the  Indians  during  the  late  war;  ail  thefe,  amounting  to  800,000  acres, 
are  to  the  northward. 

7.  In  all  the  other  grants,  I  do  not  find  that  any  fieps  have  been  taken 
towards  furveying  and  feating  them ;  of  courfe  they  are  or  will  become 
lapfed,  except  in  the  two  to  John  Lewis  and  others  for  800,000  acres^  and 
to  James  Patten  and  others /<?r  100,000  acres. 

8.  On  thefe  lands,  which  are  located  from  Green  BriarRiver  to  the  branches 
of  the  Holfton  River,  and  will  be  within  the  limits  of  the  land  now  pur- 
chaling  by  his  majefty  from  the  Cherokees^  there  are  many  hundred  families 
fettled.  I  ought  here  to  obferve,  that  the  affembly  of  Virginia  have  given 
2500  /.  fterling  for  the  purchafe  of  thefe  lands. 

9.  The  people  are  ftill  continuing  to  fettle  thofe  lands  under  the  equitable 
right  they  derive  from  the  grant  to  John  Lewis  and  others.  James  Patten’s 
grant  is  alfo  pretty  full  of  inhabitants,  and  his  Limily  receives  fome  advan¬ 
tage  from  it ;  and  truly  I  think  they  ought,  fince  the  old  man  paid  his 
fcalp  for  the  price  of  it ;  he  being  murdered  by  the  Indians  on  the  way,  as 
he' was  efcorting  ammunition  for  the  defence  of  the  fettlers  on  the  Green 
Briar. 

10.  I  can  only  fay,  on  the  fubjefl  of  thofe  two  grants,  that  they  were 
made  at  a  time  when  the  policy  of  the  day  was  to  make  large  grants  to  per- 
fons  who  were  likelieft  to  procure  people  to  inhabit,  and  to  cultivate  the 
lands ;  which  ends  have  been  nearly  attained  in  both  thofe  inftances. 

11.  The  late  war,  and  the  prohibition  by  proclamation,  have  been  the 
caufes  that  thofe  lands  have  not  been  more  fully  peopled,  which  I  have  reafon 
to  think  will  be  effeded,  foon  after  leave  is  given  to  grant  patents  for  fuch 
parts  as  are  fettled. 

12.  Thofe  1,700,000  acres  which  I  have  taken  notice  of  in  ally  I  flip- 

pofe  will  take  place  of  all  new  adventurers »  We  do  not  prefume  to  fay 

to 
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to  whom  our  giacious  fovereign  lliall  grant  his  vacant  lands,  nor  do  I  fet 
myfelt  as  an  opponent  to  Mr.  Walpole  and  his  ahbciates ;  all  that  I  can 
confiftently  with  my  duty,  hope  for,  is,  that  all  prior  rights,  whether  eqid- 
table  or  legal,  may  be  preferved  and  protedled. 

^3*  equitable,  I  mean  all  thofe  who  have  had  grants,  but  have  been 
prevented  from  complying  with  the  hrid  terms  of  them  by  the  war,  or  any 
other  unavoidable  impediment :  by  legal,  I  mean  all  thofe  for  v/hich  patents 
have  been  obtained. 

^  14.  If  we  take  a  comparative  view  of  the  merit  of  thefe  new  adventurers, 
with  that  of  the  people  who  have  run  great  hazards  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war ;  many  of  whom  loft  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  profecution  of  thofe 
fettlements ;  others  had  their  wives  and  children,  and  other  deareft  relatives, 
carried  into  a  barbarous  captivity,  many  of  whom  ftill  languifh  in  that 

diftrefsful  fituation ;  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  determine  on  which  fide  the 
weight  prevails. 

15.  1  beg  your  lordffiip  to  confider  the  propofal  of  Mr.  Walpole  and  his 
ailociates,  of  paying  quit-rents  only  for  the  cultivable  lands;  for,  under  that 
defenption,  who  can  fuppofe  that  they  intend  to  include  and  pay  quit-rents 
for  fterile  mountains  and  rocky  lands  1  Whereas  we  have  a  law  of  this 
country,  which  the  furveyors  are  obliged  to  conform  to,  requirino-  that  the 
breadth  of  every  furvey  of  land  ftiall  be  at  leaft  one  third  of  the  lencrth ; 
and  this  was  enaded  on  purpofe  to  prevent  the  pradice  of  garbling,  as  It  is 

called ;  that  is,  that  the  patentees  lliall  be  obliged  to  take  fome  indifferent 
land  with  the  good. 

16.  Permit  me  here  to  obferve,  that  the  20  years  indulgence  thefe  oentle- 
men  defire,  before  they  ftiall  be  obliged  to  pay  quit-rents,  is  more  th^n  ever 
hath  been  allowed,  even  by  the  law  of  1754,  which  was  pajjed  by  recom¬ 
mendation  from  his  late  majefty,  and  the  merit  they  make  of  purchafino- 
thefe  lands  is  not  confiderable,  when  we  refled  that  the  price  of  5/.  fterlin^ 
for  1000  acres,  which  every  man  pays  before  he  can  obtain  a  patent  (except 
in  particular  exemptions  as  above) 'amounts,  on  fo  great  a  quantity,  to  as 
much  or  more  :  and  as  his  majejly,  and  his  late  royal  grandfather,  have  been 
gracioufy  pleafed  to  permit  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  rights, 
to  be  applied  to  the  fund  for  the  fupport  of  gov  eminent,  and  the'  contingent 

charges  thereof,  that  fund  will  fujiain  a  heavy  lofs,  if  it  fhould  be  withdrawn 
at  this  time, 

eftabliffiment  of  a  new  colony  on  the  back  of 
Virginia,  it  is  a  fubjed  of  too  great  political  importance  for  me  to  prefume 
to  give  an  opinion  upon:  however,  permit  me,  my  lord,  to  obferve,  that 

when 
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when  that  part  of  the  country  JJoall  become  fuffidently  populated  it  may 
be  a  wile  and  piudent  meafure;  but  the  argument,  that  the  lettlement  of 
thofe  parts  will  be  a  good  harrier  and  defence  to  the  frontiers  of  ^ 
appears  to  me,  from  experience,  to  be  rather  fpecious  than  folid  ;  fol-  the 
greateft  difficulty  and  expence  of  defending  our  frontiers  in  the  lall  war 
proceeded  from  the  vaft  diftance  and  extent  of  them.  * 

1 8.  If  you  increafe  that  dillance  and  extent,  the  difficulty  and  expence 
of  defending  will  be  proportionably  increafed,  and  the  people,  as  fettled 
thtvt  fparfedly^  were  incapable  of  defending  themfelves,  and  often  called  for 
affillance  from  the  interior  and  more  populous  parts  of  the  country. 

19.  At  all  events,  I  trull  that  thefe  gentlemen,  if  they  fucceed  in  their 
fcheme,  will  not  be  permitted  to  oppofe  their  power  and  ftrength  to  the 
feeble  refifcance  of  the  poor  lettlers,  who  have  borne  the  heat  and  burden 
of  the  day  ;  and  that  thefe  will  not  fhare  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Na¬ 
both,  whofe  vineyard  became  a  tempting  objedl  to  a  rich  and  powerful 
man. 


20.  It  will  certainly  be  proper,  before  any  grant  is  made  to  Mr.  Walpole 
and  his  alTociates,  to  have  an  exadl  lift  of  the  people  fettled  on  thofe  lands, 
and  under  what  rights,  that  they  may  be  particularly  referved,  and  not  to 
leave  a  door  open  to  future  contention  about  them  ;  which,  however,  I  have 
at  prefent  no  poffible  method  of  obtaining  *,  nor  do  I  think  it  can  he  done, 
hut  by  great  length  of  time,  and  at  jio  fmall  expence. 

I 

21.  After  I  had  wrote  thus  far,  and  was  reading  it  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  council  for  their  approbation,  a  letter  from  colonel  George  Walhington 
to  lord  Botetourt  was  delivered  to  me  ;  which  being  read,  and  appearing  to 
be  material  on  the  prefent  fubjedl,  they  advifed  me  to  fend  a  copy  of  it  to 
your  lordffiip,  which  is  accordingly  inclofed  in  N°  3.  I  ought  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhip,  that  he  is  the  gentleman  who  had  the  honour  to  command  the 
jirft  raifed  troops  to  whom  the  200, oco  acres,  promifed  by  lieutenant  go¬ 
vernor  Dunwiddie’s  proclamation,  are  due-,  and  therefore  he  may  be  in- 
terefted  in  the  affair  :  however,  your  lordihip  will  judge  of  the  folidity  of 
:his  reafoning, 

22.  I  omntted  to  mention  in  its  proper  place,  that  unlefs  Mr.  Walpole 
and  his  affociates  fhould  fell  out  the  lands  in  fmall  parcels  at  reafonable  rates, 
they  will  remain  long  v/ithout  much  cultivation  or  fettlement ;  fince  men, 
in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  where  it  is  fo  eafy  to  become  abfolute  propri¬ 
etors  of  lands,  are  not  fond  of  farming  them.  It  is  a  vaft  encouragement 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  lands,  when  they  can  enjoy  the 
pleafure  t<^  refled,  that  their  pofterity  will  receive  the  benefit  of  the  labour 

B  .  they 
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they  beftow.  If  thefe  gentlemen  fhould  be  left  at  liberty  to  exa6i:  what  terms 
they  pleafe  for  the  lands,  either  by  thefale  or  letting  them  to  farm,  confider, 
my  lord,  how  little  ground  will  be  left  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy  fettlement  or 
population.  If  they  (liould  do  neither  of  thefe,  but  each  individual  fhould 
keep  pofTefTion  of  his  large  fliare,  till  lands  fhould  be  fcarce,  and  at  a  high 
price,  or  they  fliould  require  a  high  rent,  which  may  be  raifed  from  time 
to  time,  we  may  poflibly  have  reafon  to  apprehend  fuch  convulfions  and 
infurreaions,  as  happened  in  the  colony  of  New  York  a  very  few  years  fince, 
between  the  great  landholders  and  their  tenants  on  a  fubject  of  this  nature. 
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London,  Ma?'ch  1771. 

Obfet^ations  and  Anfwersy  humbly  fuhmitted  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  Commijfioners  for  Lrade  and  Plantations^  by  Mr,  Walpole 
and  his  afociates  on  the  Extradl  of  the  Letter  from  Mr.  Nelfon, 
Prefdent  of  the  Council  of  Virginia,  to  the  Earl  of  Hilllborough, 
dated  the  \%th  of  October,  1770. 


3,  4,  6.  the  thirds  fourth^  and  fiM  paragraphs  we  Hiall  only  obfervc, 

my  lord,  that  it  is  evident  from  the  following  claufe  in  our 
memorial  to  the  king  in  council,  to  wit,  ‘‘  referving  therein  to  all  perfons 
their  juft  and  legal  rights  to  any  parts  or  parcels  of  land,^  which  may  be 
comprehended  within  the  tradl  prayed  for'P — That  we  neither  wiflied  nor 
intended  to  deprive  any  of  the  king’s  fubjeds  of  any  lands,  contained  within 
our  boundary,  which  they  held  under  juft  or  legal  rights  •,  and  therefore  we 
beg  leave  to  inform  your  lordfhips,  that  colonel  Mercer,  agent  for  the  Ohio 
company,  has,  by  a  written  agreement,  relinquiftoed  all  claim  from  go\)ern~ 
ment.^  for  any  lands  in  their  behalf  \  as  we  have  admitted  the  Ohio  com¬ 
pany  into  our  company  ; — That  we  have  alfo  agreed,,  with  colonel  Mercer, 
agent  for  the  late  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  colony  of  Virginia  ♦,  that 
they  and  their  heirs,  or  other  legal  reprefentatives,  ffiall  have  and  enjoy  the 
200,000  acres,  on  the  terms  mentioned,  and  promifed  to  them  by  governor 
Dunwiddie’s  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  February  1754.  And  as  to  the 
grants  to  the  traders  of  Pennfyhania^  and  to  colonel  Croghan,,  we  beg  leave 
to  fay,  that  major  William  Trent,  attorney  for  the  Indian  traders,  and  Mr. 
Wharton  and  Mr.  Trent,  attorneys  for  colonel  Croghan,  have  been  pro- 
mifed  and  affiured,  to  their  entire  fatisfadion  (and  the  fame  is  entered  on 
the  minutes  of  our  company)  that  in  cafe  of  our  obtaining  a  grant  for  the 
lands  we  have  agreed  for  with  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  they  fliall  have  con¬ 
veyed  to  them,  their  feveral  and  refpedtive  tracts  of  land  comprehended 
within  our  boundaries. 

5.  That  his  late  majefty  did  offer  large  quantities  of  land  to  the  officers 
and  foldiers  who  ffiould  enter  into  his  fervice,  on  the  continent  of  North 
America,  will  not  be  difputed  •,  but  your  lordfliips  doublefs  remember,  that 
that  proclamation  was  folely  intended  (as  it  has  always  been  conftrued  here) 
for  the  regular,  and  not  for  the  provincial  troops  ;  no  lands  having  been 
granted  to  any  of  the  regiments  raifed  by  the  American  provinces,  except 
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to  thofe  of  Virginia,  in  confequence  of  governor  Dunwiddie’s  proclamation* 
If  the  regiments  of  Virginia  have,  under  the  king^s  'proclamation^  a  juft 
claim  for  this  additonaVopyTreViK.^  of  200,000  acres^  furely  the  regiments  of 
Pennfylvania^  the  Jerfeys^  New  Tork^  Connedlicut^  See.  (who  have  never  had 
an  acre  given  to  them)  have,  at  leaft,  an  equal  right  with  the  Virginians  to 
fome  of  the  king’s  lands ;  and  which,  if  granted,  would  nearly,  my  lords, 
confume  all  the  lands  that  his  majefty  has  lately  purchafed  of  the  fiX- 
nations. 

7,  S,  9,  10,  II,  12,  13.  As  the  feventhy  eighth ninthy  tenthy  eleventh y 
twelfthy  and  thirteenth  paragraphs  contain  a  number  of  obfervations,  prin¬ 
cipally  on  the  lame  fubjed,  we  lliali  therefore,  for  the  fake  of  brevity,  beg 
leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  them.  In  the  paper  hereto  annexed, 
marked  N°  i,  we  took  the  liberty  of  ftating  to  the  earl  of  Hillfborough,  in 
July  laft,  the  lhameful  manner  in  which  above  two  millions  of  acres,  of 
the  king’s  lands  in  Virginia,  had  been  granted  to  fome  of  the  council  and  a 
few  olh&r  perfons  oi  that  colony.  And  it  is  novjy  my  lords,  with  pleafure  we 
obierve,  that  the  prefident  is  fo  candid  as  to  acknowledge,  “  He  does  not 
find,  that  any  fteps  have  been  taken  towards  furveying  and  feating  thewy  of 
“  courfef  he  juftly  fays,  “  they  arSy  or  will  become  lapfedy  except  in  the  two 
“  to  John  Lewis  and  others  for  eight  hundred  thoufand  acreSy  and  to  James 
‘‘  Patten  and  others  for  one  hundred  thoufand  acres And  it  alfo  appears, 
my  lords,  by  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  burgefies  of  Virginia,  an  extradt  of 
which  is  hereto  fubjoined,  marked  N°  2,  that  fundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Augufta,  reprefented  to  the  houfe  on  the  24th  of  November  1 766, 
That  the  terms  of  the  large  grants  in  Virginia  had  never  been  complied 
‘‘  withy  to  the  great  prejudice  of  his  majejlyy  as  well  as  his  fubjebds  j”  and  there¬ 
fore  they  humbly  prayed,  Thdil  thofe  grants  not  yet  complied  withy  might 
he  declared  void  and  of  no  effebi.'^ 

The  pretenfions  of  John  Lewis,  Efq-,  of  the  council,  and  his  few  partners, 
for  thefe  800,000  acres,  we  humbly  apprehend,  my  lords,  do  not  merit  the 
leaft  encouragement  from  government;  as  the  terms  of  their  order  of 
council  are  too  injurious,  in  our  opinion,  to  the  king’s  inrereft,  to  admit  of 
the  leaft  apology  for  them  :  but  as  the  order  will  belt  fpeak  for  itfelf,  we 
here  b.g  leave  to  introduce  it. 

At  a  council  held  July  \ithy,  1749,  “-On  the  petition  of  John  Lewis,  Efq; 
“  Thomas  Walker,  John  Merriweather,  and  thirty-fix  others,  leave  is  given 
them  to  take  up  and  survey  800,000  acres  of  land,  in  one  or  more 
“  furveySy  beginning  on  the  bounds  between  this  colony  and  North  Carolindy 
“  and  running  to  the  westward,  and  to  the  north,  fo  as  to  include  the 
“  fiid  quaruity.”  By  the  great  latitude  of  this  order,  it  is  clear,  my  lortls, 
that  Mr.  Lev^.s  and  his  partners  might  locate  their  800, oco  acres,  in  ffly 
thoufand  or  more  different  places y  between  Fort  Pitt  ‘‘  and  the  bounds  between 
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Virginia  and  North  Carolina And  the  council  of  Virginia,  your  lordfhips 
will  find,  were  fo  convinced  of  the  illegality  of  this  very  extraordinary  order, 
“  That  they  rejeHed  the  petition  of  the  loyal  company  (meanino-  Mr.  Lewis  and 
«  his  aTociates)  for  a  renewal  of  their  grant  of  800,000  acres',  as  being  con- 
“  trary  to  the  royal  inftru^mis^  relpefting  the  quantity  to  be  granted  to  any 
‘‘  one  perfon.”  Vide  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Blair^  clerk  of  the  council  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  being  paper  N°  2,  received  from  the  prefident.  The  council  of  Virginia 
having  thus,,  my  lords,  determined  the  unfairnefs  and  illegality  of  this  un¬ 
precedented  order  of  council;  it  therefore  becomes  wholly  unnecefiaiy  for 
us  to  take  up  any  more  of  your  lordfhip’s  time  upon  it : — but  as  to  thofe 
‘‘  people  or  families  f  who^  bona  fide^  fettled  before  the  year  1763,  on  any  of 
the  lands  included  within  our  boundary,  and  “  who  bore,”  as  the  prefident 
fays,  ‘‘  the  heat  of  the  day,”  it  is,  we  afilire  your  lordfhips,  quite  foreign 
from  our  wilh  or  defire,  that  they  fhould  be  deprived  of  any  of  the  fettie- 
ments  or  plantations^  which  they  did  fo,  bona  fide.,  make  before  the  year 
1763  v  and  in  order  therefore,  my  lords,  that  the  ftridrtft  juftice  may  be 
done  to  all  thefe  fcttlers,  we  do  humbly  propofe  to  your  lordiliips,  that  we 
will  either  execute  fuch  agreement  as  your  lordQiips  fhall  judge  fufficient,  to 
affure  and  convey  to  fucli  fettlers,  in  fee  fimple,  the  plantations  or  trafls  of 
land  that  they  aftually  had  fo  fettled  or  improved  before  the  year  1763,  and 
on  the  fame,  and  no  higher  terms.,  than  it  they  were  now  to  obtain  patents 
for  them  from  the  colony  of  Virginia  :  or  v/e  will  chearfuliy  agree,  my 
lords,  that  a  fpecific  claufe,  to  that  efieff,  be  inferred  in  the  Ifrongefl  and 
mod  obligatory  words  in  the  grant  from  the  king  to  us.  This,  with  fub- 
mifiion,  my  lords,  we  conceive,  is  all  that  can  be  reafonably  aflced  of  us, 
in  refpefl  to  “  the  people  or  families”  mentioned  by  the  prefident  in  the 
8th  and  9th  paragraphs.. 

With  regard  to  what  the  prefident  fays  in  another  part  of  the  8th  para¬ 
graph,  viz.  that  I  ought  here  to  obferve,  that  the  affembly  of  Virginia 
“  have  given  2500/.  fterling  for  the  purchafe  of  thofe  lands”  (meaning  of 
the  Cherokees)  \  And  likewife,  as  to  the  following  intelligence  of  colonef 
Wafliington,  in  his  letter  of  Oflober  the  5th,  1770,  to  the  late  lord  Bot- 
tetourr,  “  Idiat  the  bounds  of  our  grant  (if  obtained)  will  comprehend 
“  at  le aft  four  fifths  of  the  land  for  which  this  colony  has  lately  voted 

2500/.  fielding,  for  the  purchafe  ^.ndfurvey  of.”  We  would  only  obferve 
to  your  lordfnips,  that  about  the  middle  of  May  lad,  the  earl  of  Idilldao- 
rough  was  fo  obliging,  as  to  inform  Mr.  Walpole,  that  the  houfe  of  bur- 
gedes  of  Virginia  had  prefented  a  memorial  to  lord  Bottetourt,  refpeding  the 
purchafe  of  lome  lands  from  the  Cherokees a  part  of  which  lands,  his  iord-- 
fhip  faid,  feemed  to  be  within  the  limits  which  Mr.  Walpole  and  his  aflb- 
ciates  had  agreed  for  with  the  lords  of  the  trealury  ;  and  his  lordlhip  was 
alfo  fo  kind,  as  to  order  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  memorial  to  be  delivered 
to  him.  On  the  28th  of  May  1770,  Mr.  Walpole  wrote  to  Mr.  fecretary 
Townall,  and  dated  his  reafons  at  large,  why  the  propofal  from  Virginia^ 

ought. 
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ought  not  to  the  application  he  was  concerned  in  with  other  gentle¬ 

men,  for  the  grant  of  a  trad  of  land  on  the  river  Ohio,  in  confequence  of 
our  agreement  with  the  treafury  ;  and  among  other  reafons  juitly  affigned  by 
Mr.  Walpole  in  that  letter  (a  copy  of  which  letter  is  inlerted  in  the/<?r^- 
going  ftate  of  the  cafe)  are  the  following :  “  ]  flaould  ftill  hope  we  are  in- 
“  titled  to  ^preferences  from  the  much  earlier  date  of  our  application,  to  that 
made  by  Virginia,  which  is  ordyfnce  the  month  of  December  1769,  and 
‘‘  cannot  have  reached  England  the  latter  end  of  January  laft,  foonefis 
whereas  ouv  firfi  application  to  his  majefty  in  council,  was  referred  to  the 
‘‘  board  of  trade  on  the  15th  of  November  iy6()  ;  and  although  the  memo- 
rial  of  Vir<^inia  alludes  to  fome  preceding  tr an  faction  of  the  lame  natuie, 
yet  as  that  plan,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  is  not  adopted  by  tne  faid 
memorial,  it  does  not  appear  that  government  is  at  prefent  under  any  kind 
of  engagement  Vv^ith  the  Virginians,  prejudicial  to  the  treaty  I  am  con- 
cerned  in  •,  and  1  the  rather  flatter  myfelf  in  this  refped,  from  the  encourage- 
ment  the  treaty  has  met  with  in  its  progrefs^  particularly  from  lord  HillJborougD s 
kind  recommendation  to  the  hoard  of  treafury ^  where  we  agreed,  on  the 
of  April  lofts  fo^^  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  lands ;  and  are  now  before 
“  his  majefty  in  council,  praying  a  grant  of  them.'’  And  here,  my  lords, 
it  may  not  be  improper  for  us  to  inform  your  lordfliip,  that  Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Walker,  and  their  afibciates  (the  gentlemen  who  had  obtained  the 
before-mentioned  order  of  council,  for  800,000  acres  of  land)  prevailed 
on  the  late  lord  Bottetourt  to  reprefent  to  the  king,  the  propriety  of  permit- 
in  o-  a  new  boundary  to  be  fettled  with  the  CherokeeSs  dift'erent  from  the  one 
which  Mr.  Stewart,  the  king’s  agent  for  the  Ibuthern  department  of  North 
America,  had,  by  authority  from  hencCs  fixed  with  them-,  and  what  is  ftill 
more  extraordinary,  my  lords,  iSs  that  Mr.  Lev/is  and  Mr.  Walker  were 
appointed,  by  the  governor  of  Virginia,  commijfioners  to  wait  on  Mr.  Stuart, 
and  excite  him,  if  poftlble,  to  agree  to  an  alteration  of  the  boundary  lines 
as  is  obvious  from  their  letter  to  Mr.  Stuart,  dated  the  2d  of  February  1 769. 
A  copy  of  which  letter,  we  apprehend,  was  tranfmitted  by  Mr.  Stewart  to 
the  Plantation-office.  The  houfe  of  burgelTes  of  Virginia,  we  underftand, 
rny  lords,  voted,  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1769,  the  fum  of  2500/.  fterling, 
to  be  laid  out  in  a  purchafe  from  the  CherokeeSs  ond  for  furveying  of  all  the 
country  from  the  weftern  termination  of  the  North  Carolina  line  to  the  river 
Ohios  See.  as  is  mentioned  in  their  memorial  to  lord  Bottetourt,  of  December 

1769.  We  have  never  heard,  my  lords,  whether  the  have  had 

liberty  to  make  this  purchafe  •,  we  cannot,  however,  luffier  ourlelves  tofuppofe, 
that  after  our  agreement  with  the  trealury,  and  the  ftrong  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Walpole  to  Mr.  fecretary  Pownall,  as  before  mentioned,  on  the  28th  of  May 

1770,  that 'they  have  had  fuch  permiffion,  and  efpecially  as  it  would  include 

an  extent  of  country  (at  leaf:  eight  hundred  miles  in  length  on  the  river  Of;b, 
and  an  un known. dilfance  in  breath)  always  claimed  by  the  Six  Nations s  repeat¬ 
edly  acknowledged  and  recognized  by  the  Cherckees  to  belong  to  thenis  and 
pofttively  declared  Jo  be  the  right  of  the  Six  NationSs  even  by  the  Commif- 
^  c  ftonns 
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fioners  of  Virginia^  in  their  above  letter  to  Mr.  Stuart,  and  what  is  more 
than  all,  a^ually  fold^  my  lords,  by  the  Six  Nations  to  the  king^  and  paid  for 
by  him^  at  the  congrefs  of  Fort  Stanwix^  in  November  1768. 

If,  notwithftanding,  my  lords,  the  colony  of  Virginia  fhould  have  been 
allowed  to  make  that  purchafe  to  the  extent  ajked  for  by  their  memorial  to 
lord  Bottetourf,  all  we  can  fay  is,  that  we  will  reimburfe  that  colony  (al« 
though  we  (hould  ourfelvcs  have  been  perfedtly  fatisfied  with  the  title  from 
the  Six  Nations)  our  proportionable  part  of  the  expence  of  fuch  purchafe 
and  as  to  the-  “  people  or  families^'"  adtually  fettled  on  any  part  of  the  lands 
within  our  boundary,  we  have  already,  we  hope,  my  lords,  fatisfadorily 
exprefled  our  good  intention  towards  them. 

As  to  the  information  of  colonel  WafJoington  to  lord  Bottetourt,  that  our 
grant  will  comprehend  ^  four  fifths  of  the  land^  which  this  colony  hath 
lately  voted  2500/.  fterling  for  the  purchafe  and  furvey  of it  furely,  my 
lords,  deferves  no  other  reply,  than  that  the  colonel  himfelf  acknowledges 
“  the  mouth  of  the  Sioto  river  is  at  lead:  70  or  75  miles  below  the  Big  Ken- 
hawa'F  or  in  other  words,  that  it  is  no  more  than  70  or  75  mihs  from  Big 
Kenhawa  to  the  Sioto  \  whereas,,  my  lords,  we  are  alTured,  it  is  at  lead  from 
'  Big  Kenhawa  to  the  latitude  of  the  North  Carolina  line,,  extended  to  the  Ohio 
(as  propofed  by  the  memorial  of  Virginia  to  lord  Bottetourt)  at  leaf  800 
miles.  By  what  rule  of- proportion  then,  an  extent  “  of  70  or  75  miles,” 
can  be  made  at  lead  “  four  fifths”  of  800  miles  is,  fuder  us  to  fay,  my 

lords,  totally  beyond  our  comprehenfion  : - and  before  we  finidi  all  our  ob- 

fervations  on  the  prejidenfs  letter^  we  fhall  have  occafion  again  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  this  gentleman,,  and  diew  from  what  an  interefted  fource  his  communi¬ 
cations  were  derived. 

lA*  This  paragraph,  my  lords,  is  rather  delufive ;  as  it  would  feem  to 
infinuate  to  your  lordlhips,  that  the  great  grantees  of  Virginia  “  had  run. 
“  great  hazards  during  the  courfe  of  the  war;  that  many  of  them  had  lod 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  profecution  of  thofe  fettlements  ;  and  that 
‘‘  others  had  their  wives  and  children,  &c.  carried  into  a  barbarous  captivity.” 
The  fa(5t  is  not  lb,  my  lords,  but  only  that  a  number  of  families  did  fettle 
over  the  Allegheny  mountains,  in  confequence  of  the  late  king’s  indrodionSj. 

and  of  other  encouragements ; - and  to  fuch  fettlers  v/e  have  frankly  faid; 

and  now  repeat  it,  that  they  diall  have  releafes  from  us  for  all  the  trads  of  land 
they  had  fo  fettled  and  adually  improved  on,  and  on  the  ufUal  terms  of  the  co* 
lony  of  Virginia, 

15.  The  15th  paragraph  of  the  prcTident’s  anfwer  is,  my  lords,  a  very 
extraordinary  one,  and  difcovers  a  cordial,  but,  in  our  opinion,  an  indefenfible 
attachment  to  the  intereft  of  his  countrymen.  The  prefident  fays,  that  they 
have  a  law  in  Virginia,  that  the  breadth  of  every  furvey  of  land  diall  be  at  lead 
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one  third  of  the  length. Admitting  this,  my  lords,  we  would  juft  afk 
the  prefident,  whether  this  law  was  adverted  to  in  the  following  inftances, 
viz.  when  Mr.  counfellor  Lewis  and  his  partners  had  liberty  given  to  them  to 
take  lip  and  survey  800,000  acres  in  one  or  more  surveys,  beginning  on 
the  hounds  between  this  colony  and  North  Carolina^  and  running  to  the  weft- 
ward  and  to  xho.  north  ?  When  Mr.  Payton  Randolph,  the  attorney  general, 
and  his  few  partners  had  leave  given  to  them  to  take  up  and  survey 
400,000  acres,  in  one  or  more  furveys^  lying  on  Wood's  river  and  the  waters 
thereof  and  four  years  time  allowed  to  lurvey  ?  When  Mr.  prefident  Blair, 
of  the  council,  and  his  partners,  had  liberty  given  to  them  to  furvey  100,000 
acres.,  lying  to  the  wejtward  of  the  line  of  Lord  I'^airfax,  and  on  the  waters 
of  Powtomack  and  Youghyoiighane  ^  And  for  a  vaft  number  of  other 
inftances  of  this  fort,  we  beg  leave,  my  lords,  to  refer  your  lordfhips  to  the 
paper,  N°  2.  received  from  Virginia  as,  we  dare  fay,  that  paper  will  fatif- 
facftorily  prove  to  your  lordfhips,  that  the  law  mentioncti  by  the  prclident 
has  never  been  attended  to  in  the  exorbitant  orders  of  council  for  land  in 
Virginia. 


16.  With  refpe6l  to  the  indulgence  of  twenty  years  exemption  from  quit- 
rent,  as  being  more.,  the  prefident  fays,  than  was  allowed  by  the  law  of 
1754,  and  with  regard  to  our  merit  in  purchajing  thofe  lands.,  which  the  pre¬ 
fident  is  plea  fed  to  fay  is  not  confiderable,  we  lhall  only  obferve  to  your 
iordfnips,  that  by  the  king’s  inftruftions  of  Auguft  27th,  1754,  all  perfons 
who  fhould  fettle  to  the  weftward  of  the  Allegheny  mountains  were  free  from 
the  payment  of  any  quit-rents  for  ten  years  \  and  there  was  alfo,  by  the  fame 
inftrudtions,  a  total  remifton  of  the  ufual  fine  of  as.  on  each  50  acres,  or  of 
5/.  fterling  per  thoufand  acres.  Of  confequence,  my  lords,  our  propo- 
fition  of  paying  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling  for  fome  of  the  lands.,  which  the 
late  king  inftru(fted  his  governor  of  Virginia  to  give  and  grant,  without  any 
confideration  at  all,  to  fuch  perfons  as  fliould  fettle  thereon,  has,  in  our  ap- 
prehenfion,  my  lords,  no  fmall  degree  of  merit ;  and  your  lordfhips  will  ex- 
cufe  us  for  faying,  that  it  would  have  been,  at  leaft,  more  prudent  in  the  pre¬ 
fident  to  have  avoided  any  ftridure  on  this  occafion,  and  efpecially  as  he  did 
not  venture,  in  behalf  of  Virginia,  to  make  even  the  fmalleft  offer  for  any  of 
the  king's  lands  on  the  hack  of  that  colony ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  my  lorda, 
mentions,  that  “  if  the  money  arifing  from  the  sale  of  the  rights,  was  not 
“  applied  to  the  fund  for  the  Jupport  of  government ,  and  the  contingent  charges 
thereof,  that  fund  will  fujlain  a  heavy  lofs,  if  it  ftjould  he  withdrawn  at 
“  this  time."  There  is  doubtlefs,  my  lords,  “  conjiderahle  merit"  in  the 
prefidenc’s  endeavouring  (as  a  Virginian)  to  prevail  on  your  lordfhips  to 
devote  all  the  lands,  purchafed  and  paid  for  by  the  king  from  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions,  to  the  foie  advantage  of  Virginia;  not  only  in  ‘‘  the  fupport  of  (its) 
“  government  and  the  contingent  charges  thereof”  (and  of  courfe,  exempt¬ 
ing  that  colony  from  all  taxes  for  that  purpofe)  “  but  in  rendering  thofe  lands, 
“  liable"  (as  Mr.  Walpole  juflly  oblerved,  in  his  letter  of  the  14th  of  Tuly 
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iaft,  to  the  earl  of  Hilllborough)  “  to  the  private  depradations  of  the  Virgi- 
“  mans  and  other  borderers  ^  for  grants  and  fettlements,  fuch  as  are  pro 
“  cured  without  the  lead  profpedt  of  advantage  to  the  king  and  this  countrv 
‘‘  cannot  deferve  any  other  appellation  ;  and  unlefs  fome  immediate  ftop  is 
‘‘  put  to  this  growing  devaflation  of  the  public  ftock,  the  country  willfoon 
‘‘  be  gar  Med  to  the  private  benelit  merely  of  a  few  individuals.^' 

On  the  whole,  my  lords,  it  is  evident,  that  we  are  the  frft  of  the  king's‘ 
fubje^s  who  have  oUered  to  buy  his  majelly’s  lands  in  North  America,  and 
to  pay  the  treafury  as  much  for  2c  part  of  the  pur  chafe  from  the  Six  Nations  as 
the  whole  ceffion  cofi.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  obvious,  my  lords, 
that  the  colony  of  Virginia  is  fo  far  from  being  a  fair  competitor  with  us, 
that  ike  has  not  even  offered  to  pay  the  leaf  confideration  wharfoever  to  the 
trealury,..  for  any  of  the  lands  purchafed  by  the  king,  weftward  of  the  Al¬ 
legheny  mountains ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  ftrongefl;  implication, , 
earneftly  folicits,  by  the  anfwer  of  the  prefident  of  the  council,  that  the 
king’s  lands,  fo  lately  purchafed  by  him,  may  ho  given  to  her^  that  flie  may 
thereby  he  exempt ed  f^ovo  t\\oft  taxes ^  for  the  fupport  of  government f  which 
all  her  filler  colonies  are  fubjeft  to,  and  without  the  fale"  of  any  of  which~ 
landsy  Hie  has  hitherto  very  well  fupported  her  government. 

17,  18.  As  thefe  two  paragraphs  contain  obfervations  nearly  of  the  fame 
nature,  we  lliall  therefore  confider  and  anfwer  them  at  the  fame  time.  The* 
prefident  acknowledges,  my  lordsj  “  that  it  may  be  a  wife  and  prudent 
meafure  to  eflablilh  a  new  colony  on  the  back  of  Virginia,  when  the 
“  country  fliall  be  fufBciently  populated.”  It  may  not,  therefore,  my  lords,, 
be  improper  now  to  afllire  your  lordfhips,  that  there  are  not  at  prefent  lefs 
than  ten  thoufand  perfons  actually  fettled  on  the  lands  which  we  have  agreed 
for  with  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  as  we  can  fatisfadorily  prove  to  your 
lordfhips.  But  the  prefident  fays,  my  lords,  that  “the  argument  of  the* 
“  fettlement  of  thefe  parts  will  be  a  good  barrier  and  defence  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Virginia,  appears  to  me,  from  experience,  to  be  rather  fpecious- 
than  folidd'  And,  “  that  if  you  increafe  the  diftance  and  extent.,  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  expence  of  defending  will  be  proportionably  increafed,  &c.”' 
On  which  extraordinary  declarations,  we  would  briefly  remark  to  your  lord¬ 
fhips,  that  the  people  of  Virginia,  by  their  houfe  of  burgejfes.,  in  general 
affembly  met,  were,  about  three  years  ago,  of  a  very  contrary  opinion  to  the 
prefident  ;  as  appears  by  the  following  paragraphs  in  the  addrefs  of  the 
houfe  of  burgelfes  to  the  king,  of' the  4th  of  Angufl;  1767  (being  paper 
hereto  annexed,  marked  4.)  they  fay,  “  That  by  inflrufiions  from  your  ‘ 
“  majefty’s  royal  grandfather  of  glorious  memory,  to  h\s  governor  of  this- 
“  dominion,  and  by  feveral  aJii  of  af  'embly^  encouragements  were  given  to  alii 
“  perfons  who  fliould  fettle  to  the  weftward  of  the  ridge  of  mountains  di- 
viding  the  rivers  Roanoka,  James,  and  Powtomack  from  the  v/aters  of 
the  MiiTifippi)  as  by  the  peopling  of  that  country.,  not  only  the  export  trade 
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“  to  Great  Britain,  efpecially  in  naval  ‘would  he  greatly  increafe'd^ 

hut  a  ftrong  barrier  would  be  formed,  againft  the  incurfions  of  the 
‘‘  Indians  and  other  enemies  in  time  of  war,  and  thereby  the  internal  peace 
of  this  colony  and  the  other  parts  ol  your  maje fly’s  dominions  in  America 
would  be  fecured  to  them.”  And  in  another  part  of  the  fame  add  refs, 
the  houfe  of  burgefies,  my  lords,  fay,  “  We  humbly  hope,  that  we  fhall 
“  obtain  your  royal  indulgence,  when  we  give  it  as  our  opinion^  that  it  will 
he  for  your  majeftfs  fervice^  and  the  interefl  of  your  American  dominions  in 
general  to  continue  the  encouragements f  (to  wit,  the  total  remiffion  of  right 
MONEY  and  quit-rent  for  ten  years^  and  all  ta:)tes  whatfoever  for  fifteen  years) 
for  fettling  thefe  frontier  landsA 

19,  In  anfwer  to  the  nineteenth  paragraph,  we  would  only  fay,  my  lords, 
that  we  have  already^  in  the  moft  explicit  terms,  agreed^  that  “  the  poor 
“  fettlers”  fhall  enjoy  the  feveral  and  refpedtive  trads  of  land  that  they  have 
adually  fettled  and  improved. 

20.  We  are  perfedly  at  a  lofs,  my  lords,  to  conceive  what  the  prefident 
means  by  faying,  that  it  will  ‘‘  ht  proper  before  any  grant  is  made  to  Mr. 

Walpole  and  his  aflbeiates,  an  exadl  lift  Jhould  he  taken  of  the  people  fettled 
“  on  thofe  lands and  which,  he  adds,  “  cannot  be  done,  but  by  great 
length  of  time^  and  at  no  fmall  expenceA 

In  the  thirds  fourth^  fifths  and  fixth  paragraphs  of  the  prefident’s  anfwer^  he 
tells  your  lordfliips  of  the  following  grants ; — to  wit,  of  the  Ohio  company’s — 
of  the  officers  of  Virginia’s — of  the  traders  of  Pennfylvania’s — of  colonel  Crog- 
han’s*,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  prefident  fpeaks  of  an  additional  quantity, 
which,  \\^  prefumes y  will  be  required  to  fatisfy  the  Virginia  regiments.” 

All  thefe,  the  prefident  fays,  “  amounting  to  800,000  acres,  are  to  the 
northward  f ’  and  then  in  the  7th  paragraph,  he  exprefsly  acquaints  your 
lordfhips,  that  “  all  the  other  grants  are  or  will  become  lapsed,  except 
800,000  acres  to  John  Lewis  and  others,  and  100,000  acres  to  James 
Patten  and  others.”  And  m  the  12th  paragraph,  your  lordfhips  will  be 
pleafed  to  recoiled,  that  the  prefident  conclufively  fays, — Thofe  1,700,000 
“  acres,  which  1  have  taken  notice  of  in  all  I  fuppofe,  will  take  place  of  all 
“  new  adventurers.^  Permit  us  then,  my  lords,  to  inform  you,  that  of  all 
thofe  grants  which  the  prefident  fuppofes  will  take  place  of  all  new  adventurers, 
we  do  fully  agree  with  him  as  to  the  following  •, — to  wit,  as  to  the  Ohio 
companf  s^  the  officers  of  Virginians  200,000  acres,  the  F ennfylvania  traders 
grants  and  colonel  Creghanns  \  but  with  refped  to  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr. 
Lewis’s  indefenfible  order  for  800,000  acres,  we  cannot  poffibly,  my  lords, 
agree  with  the  prefident,  after  the  kiugns  council  of  Virginia  has  declared  it 
illegal  and  for  that  very  reafon  refufed  to  renew  their  grant.  And  with  re¬ 
gard  to  James  Patten’s  order  of  council  for  ioc,ooo  acres,  if  it  ffiall  apjx'ar. 
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my  lords,  that  thefe  lands  are  really  fettled,  we  will  agree,  that  he  and  his 
aflociates  fhall  hold  them  on  the  fame  terms  as  if  they  were  now  to  obtain  a 
patent  for  them  from  Virginia. 

From  the  foregoing  (late  of  fads,  faithfully  tranfcribed,  my  lords,  from 
the  prefidenfs  ov/n  reprefen tation,  your  lordfhips  will  perceive,  that  we 
perfedly  comply  with  the  requeft  of  the  prefident  (except  as  to  the  addi¬ 
tional  quantity  required  tor  the  officers  of  Virginia,  and  the  lapfed  and  void 
800,000  acres  of  Mr.  counfellor  Lewis  and  his  partners)  and  therefore  his 
propofing,  that  au  exad  lift  of  the  fettlers  ffiould  be  taken,  before  any  grant 
fhould  be  made  to  us,  could  only,  my  lords,  in. our  opinion,  be  unkindly 
intended  to  perplex,  delay  us. 

21.  The  twenty-firft  paragraph,  my  lords,  feems  defigned  only  to  intro-^ 
dnce  colonel  George  Walhington’s  letter  to  the  late  lord  Bottetourt ;  and  as 
the  colonel  appears  to  be  much  hurt,  by  the  agreement  which  we  have  made 
with  the  lords  of  the  rreafury,  we  pray  your  lordffiip’s  patience,  whilft  we 
make  a  few  obfervations  on  his  letter.  This  gentleman  informs  lord  Bot- 
tetourr,  that  if  we  obtain  ‘‘  the  bounds  of  our  grant,”  &c.  it  will  deftroy 
“  the  well-grounded,  hopes  of  thofe  (if  no  refervation  is  made  in  their  favour) 
‘‘  who  have  bad  the  ajfurances,  which  government  could  give  them, 

‘‘  of  enjoying  fome  of  thofe  lands  •,  the  fecuring  of  which,  he  fays,  hath 

coft  this  country  much  blood  and  treafure.”  The  colonel,  we  fuppofe, 
here  means,  that  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  Virginia  will,  in  cafe  of  our 
fuccefs,  have  their  well-grounded  hopes  defiroyed,  of  enjoying  forne  of  thefe 
‘‘  lands In  this,  my  lords,  the  colonel’s  fears  were  entirely  ground- 
lefs  j  as  is  obvious  from  the  agreement  which  we  have  made  with  colonel 
Mercer,  agent  for  all  the  Virginia  officers,  to  wit,  that  they  fliall  have  the 
two  hundred  thoufand  acres  promifed  to  them  by  governor  Dunwiddie’s  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  19th  of  February  1754,  and  on  the  very  terms  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  The  conclufive  paragraph,  however,  of  colonel  Waffiington’s  letter 
contains  fuch  an  important  and.fmgular  obfervation,  that  we  mull  beg  leave., 
my  lords,  to  recite  it  at  large.  “  Thefe,  my  lords,,  he  fays,  are  the  bounds 
“  of  a  grant  under  confideration,  and,  if  obtained,  will,  in  my  humble 

opinion,  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  interest  of  this  country)'  On  this 

humble  opinion^  we  would  only  alk  the  liberty  of  your  lordftiips  to  en¬ 
quire,  whether  this  fame  colonel  Waffiington  did  think,  that  his  and  a  feiv 
ethers  obtaining  lands  on  the  river  Ohio,  of  no  lefs  than  four  degrees  of.  lati¬ 
tude  in  extent,  and  even  without  paying  one  fingle  farthing  confideration  to  the 
king  for  them,  was  giving  a  fatal  blow  to  the  intereft  of  this  country.” 
Your  lordffiips,  on  examination,  will  find,  that  no  fuch  patriotic  fentunenr, 
as  a  fear  of  giving  a  fatal  blow  to  the  intereft  of  his  country,"  adtuated  this 
gentleman  about  the  beginning  of  December  1768  j  for  at  that  time  a  pe- 
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titioii  *  was  prefcnted  to  the  king,  in  behalf  of  ihe  colonel  and  thirty-one  Virgk 
nians,  two  Londoners  only  (to  wit,  IVlr.  Thomas  Cinnming  and  Mr.  Stephen 
Sayre)  and  two  Marylanders,  under  the  tide  of  the  humble  petition  of 
fundry  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain^  Virginia^  and  Maryland  j  the  public 
fpirited  and  curious  prayer  of  which  very  extraordinary  petition  we  fiiall  pre- 
fume  to  tranfcribe  for  your  lordfhips  perufal ;  as  it  is  fingularly  expreffive 
of  the  colonel’s  tendernefs  for  the  interefi  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  his 
native  country;  which,  your  lordfliips  may  recoliedt,  he  patheticailv  la¬ 
ments,  would  receive  ‘‘  a  fatal  blow,”  if  our  agreement  with  the  treafury 
was  perfeded.  'J’he  colonel  and  his  partners  humbly  pray,  “  That  your 
“  majeily  grant  unto  your  petitioners,  to  be  fifty  in  number,  by  the 
name  of  the  Mifiifipi  company,  2,500,000  acres  of  land,  in  one  or  more 
“  furveys  to  be  located  or  laid  between  the  38  th  and  42 d  degrees  of  north 
“  latitude,  the  Allcghenny  mountain  on  the  eafiward^  and  thence  weffw^ard  to 
“  the  dividing  line  ;  the  running  of  which  your  majefey  has  been  lately 
“  pleafed  to  order;  and  that  your  petitioners  lliaii  have  liberty  of  holding 
“  their  lands  twelve  years^  or  any  greater  number  that  your  majefty  fhall 
“  approve  (after  furvey  of  thefe  he  made  and  returned)  clear  of  all  impofition- 
money ^  quit-rent^  or  taxes \  and  that  your  petitioners  fhall  be  obliged  to 
feat  the  faid  lands  within  twelve  years^  with  two  hundred  families  at  leaft^ 
“  if  not  interrupted  by  the  Savages  or  fome  foreign  enemy,  and  return  the 
“  furvey  thereof  to  fuch  office  as  your  majefly  ffiall  be  pleafed  to  dired, 
“  otherwife  to  forfeit  the  grant.” 

It  feems  then,  my  lords,  that  the  fum  of  the  colonel’s  thoughts”  (to 
adopt  his  own  words)  “  as  a  member  of  the  community  at  large f  was  in 
the  year  1768,  to  have  2,500,000  acres  of  land  given  to  him  (of  the  very 
tradi  which  we  have  agreed  to  pay  io,coo/.  for)  free  of  all  quit-rent^  taxesy 
and  imp ofit ion- money  for  twelve  years  and  that  he  ffiould  only  be  obliged,  in 
that  time,  to  fettle  two  hundred  families  thereon.  With  fubmitting  this 
date  of  fads  to  your  lordfhips,  we  ffiall  now  take  our  leave,  both  of  the 
colonel  and  of  the  2ifl  paragraph,  by  only  obferving,  that  the  prefident 
was  much  miflaken,  when  he  faid,  that  the  colonel  was  “  the  gentleman 
“  who  had  the  honour  to  command  the  firft  railed  troops,”  &c.  as  we 
allure  your  lordfliips  major  Willliam  Trent  (one  of  our  alTociates)  is  the 
gentleman  who  “  had  that  honour,”  and  not  colonel  Walliington. 

22.  As  to  the  advice  and  information  of  the  prefident,  contained  in  the 
laft  paragraph,  we  ffiall  only  remark,  my  lords,  that  though  we  undoubr- 
edly  propole  to  benefit  our  families  by  the  purchaje  of  the  lands  from  the 
king,  yet,  we  afllire  your  lordfhips,  we  ffiall  as  certainly  endeavour  to 

*  The  petition  was  read  in  council  and  referred  the  i6th  of  December  1768  ;  and  on  the 
9th  of  March  1769  it  was  read  at  a  committee,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  tr.ade. 
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^firengthen  and  extend  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  and  increafe  the  demand 
for  dritilTi  manufadures ;  by  effedualiy  preventing  large  monopolies  of 
lands  (which  was  fatally  negleded  in  the  infancy  of  the  colonies  of  New 
York  and  Virginia)  and  by  giving  the  greatefi;  encouragement  to  early 
marriages,  and  of  courfe  to  fpeedy  population,  which  cannot,  my  lords,  in 
our  opinion,  be  elhcacioufly  done,  except  by  dividing  our  lands  into  fmali 
plantations,  and  giving  time  or  a  credit  to  the  purchafers  to  pay  for  them  *, 
as  is,  and  always  has  been,  the  wife  pradice  in  Pennfylvania ;  and  it  was, 
rny  lords,  give  us  leave  to  fay,  from  a  fixed  and  unalterable  refolution  of 
fpeedily  profecuting  this  plan,  that  we  early  acquainted  your  lordfnips,  we 
would  be  at  the  whole  expence  of  fupporting  the  civil  eflahlijhment  of  our  own 
government^  in  cafe  his  majefty  fhall  be  graciouQy  pleafed  to  grant  it  to  us. 
To  conclude,  my  lords,  we  would  juft  remark  to  your  lordftiips,  that  through 
the  whole  of  the  prefident’s  letter,  not  fo  much  as  one  fingle  idea  is  infinu- 
ated  by  him,  that  the  principle  of  our  grant,  either  was  or  would  be  pre¬ 
judicial  to  Great  Britain;  but  the  whole  of  his  letter,  my  lords,  tends 
chiefly  to  fecure,  if  poflible,  to  his  brother,  friends,  and  relations,  their 
^unwarrantable  and  forfeited  orders  of  council. — There  are  at  prefenr,  as  we 
have  already  taken  the  freedom  to  mention  to  your  lordfhips,  at  leaft  ten 
Jhoufand  perfons  fettled  between  Fort  Pit  and  Kenhawa  (agreeable  to  an  old 
pradice  in  the  middle  colonies,  offecuring  what  is  called  a  right  of  location) 
and  this  number  is  daily  increafing.  They  are  near  four  hundred  miles  from 
Williamjburgh^  where  all  capital  crimes  are  tried,  and  cannot.,  of  courfe,  be 
governed  from' thence ;  and  therefore,  my  lords,  unlefs  order  and  lubordi- 
'nation  are  brought  home  to  them.,  they  will  foon  become  ungovernable ;  and 
difeord  and  rebellion  (fuch  as  have  recently  broke  out  in  the  exterior  parts 
of  North  Carolina)  will  generally  prevail.  The  fad  confequences  of  which, 
with  refped  to  the  other  colonies, — to  this  kingdom, — and  to  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  peace  with  the  Indians.,  are  too  obvious  to  need  mentioning:  and  fo 
entirely  was -the  houfe  of  burgelTes  of  Virginia  of  this  opinion,  that  they 
inform  the  king,  in  their  addrefs  of  1767,  that  “  if  the  prefent  reftridlion 
“  (meaning  the  proclamation  of  1763)  fhoiild  continue.,  we  have  xht  ftrongefi 
‘‘  reafon  to  believe  that  country  will  become  the  refort  of  fugitives  and  vaga- 
‘‘  bonds.,  defiers  of  law  and  order y  and  who  in  time  may  form  a  body  dangerous 
to  the  peace  and  civil  government  of  this  colony P 
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A  Plan,  hy  which  all  the  Indian  trade  in  North  America  may  be  properly 
and  effe&iially  regulated,  without  affording  a  pretext  for  a  union. 
of  the  colonies  for  that  purpofe. 


.HE  Indians  v;ho  dwell  on  the  north^wefterly-fide  of  the  river  Ohio^. 
j|  and  between  that  river  and  Lake  Erie,  and  thofe  on  the  foutherly  fide 
of  that  lake  *,  thofe  who  refide  on  the  rivers  Mineami,  IVahache,  and  Illinois, 
and  at  Cahoki,,  Kajkajkeas,  and  Fort  Chartres,  and  thofe  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  fuch  as  are  on  the  Scioto,  Hockhocking,  Mujkingum,  and 
above  Venango,  are  all  fupplied  with  Britifli  merchandize  by  traders  from 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennfylvania :  and  as  thefe  colonies,  in  their 
manner  of  carrying  on  the  Indian  trade,  have  been  actuated  by^  provincial 
and  felfijh  confiderations,  to  the  frequent  injury  and  difturbance  of  the  public 
tranquillity  ;  and  as  their  jurifdidlions  do  not  extend  to,  nor  cannot  poffi- 
bly  operate  in  the  above  Indian  country.  It  is  therefore  propofed,  that 
a  new  colony  be  immediately  eftablilhed,  as  is  prayed  for  by  Mr.  Walpole 
and  his  affociates,  on  the  fouth-eailerly  fide  of  the  river  Ohio ;  and  that  the 
jurifdidlion  of  all  the  country  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  that  river,  comprehended 
within  the  boundaries  deferibed  at  the  foot  hereof  "^5  be  granted  wholly  and 
exclufively  to  the  faid  new  colony,  for  the  fpecial  purpofes  of  governing  fuch 
of  the  king's  fubjedis  as  may  have  fettled  on  any  part  thereof  -for  the  proper 


regidation  of  the  Indian  trade  within  thefe  limits,  and  for  the  punifhing  fuch 
perfons  as  Jhall  at  any  time  prefume,  by  fettling  or  hy  hunting,  to  infringe  the 
Fort  Stanwix  boundary  line.  If  government  fiiall  be  pleafed  to  g.ive  to  the 
new  colony  this  jurifdaftion,  not  only  a  juft  and  pradticable  fyftem  of  com¬ 
merce  will  be  eftablifhed,  and  from  time  to  time  be  amended,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  natives  ;  but  an  excellent  opportunity  will  be  afforded  them 
of  fpeedily  and  fuccefsfully  complaining  againft  thofe  who  may  occafionally 
defraud  them.  Hereby  will  be  fully  avoided,  not  only  the  dangerous  con- 
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Begin  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  its  jundion  with  the  river  MilTifipi,  and  on 
the  north-vveflerJy  fide  of  the  faid  river  Ohio;  thence  up  the  river  Miiriupi  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Illenois ;  thence  up  that  river  to  the  termination  thereof ;  thence  foutherly  to  the 
river  Mineami  ;  thence  down  that  river  to  the  Lake  Erie  ;  thence  along  the  foutherly  fide  of 
Lake  Erie  to  krefquil  ;  and  from  thence  foutherly  to  the  river  Ohio  ;  thence  down  the  lame, 
as  to  include  the  faid  river,  and  all  the  illands  therein,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
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feqnences  of  an  American  union-,  but  the  continual  apprehenfions,  on  the 
part  of  the  old  colonies,  of  hoftilities  being  committed  on  them,  for  inju- 
-  ries  done  by  the  traders  :  and  as  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  new  colony 
will  altogether  depend  on  the  prefervation  of  the  boundary  line,  and  a  due 
regulation  of  the  Indian  trade,  thefe  confiderations  will  always  be  the  bell 
fccurity  to  government  that  the  boundary  line  will  be  inviolably  maintained, 
and  the  Indian  trade  fairly  regulated. 

The  Senecas,  Onondagoes,  Cayugas,  Mohocks,  Oneidas  and  Tufearoras,  and 
the  Abenaquis,  French  Mohocks,  the  Indians  of  1st.  Francis,  Algonquins,  Ni^ 
piffins,  Flurons,  Chipways,  Ottawas,  Miffiffagues,  Powtewatamies,  and  Ouif. 
conjins,  are  the  whole  of  all  the  tribes  of  Indians  to  ih^weftward  and  north¬ 
ward  (except  perhaps  one  or  two  fmall  ones  •,  and  thofe  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  England)  which  are  not  comprehended  within  the  country  propofed, 
for  the  foie  purpofe  of  jurifdidlion,  to  be  annexed  to  the  Ohio  colony-,  and 
as  all  thefe  tribes  are  wholly  fupplied  with  Britifh  merchandize,  by  traders 
from  Canada  and  New  York-,  and  as  the  jurifdlbtion  of  thefe  two  provinces 
does  not  extend  to  the  country  of  the  principal  part  of  thefe  Indians,  it  is 
humbly  propofed,  that  their  jurifdiblion  be  Jo  far  enlarged,  as  to  make  it  lawful 
for  the  legiflatures  of  thefe  provinces  to  enaft  and  execute  lawsforthe  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  king’s  fubjedls,  whilfl:  they  are  travelling  in  the  Indian  country, 
and  during  their  commerce  and  barter  with  the  natives.  This  being  don'", 
there  will  then  be  a  moral  certainty,  that  the  provinces  of  New  Fork  and 
Canada,  who  have  always  a  very  large  (hare  of  property  at  ftake  in  the  In¬ 
dian  country,  will  refpeeftively  make  fimilar  and  proper  aSts  of  alTcmbly, 
for  the  immediate  and  juft  regulation  of  their  Indian  Frade.  As  to  the 
Cherokees,  the  commerce  with  them  being  entirely  carried  on  by  traders 
from  South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  a  fufticient  jurifdiflion  ought  immediately 
to  be  given  to  each  of  thefe  colonies,  in  order  to  their  making  fuitable  laws 
both  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Cherokee  boundary  line,  and  the  fubordina- 
tion  of  the  king’s  fubjedts,  whilft  trading  within  the  Cherokee  country-, — 
and  an  extenfion  of  jurifdidfion  ought  alfo  to  be  made  to  the  colonies  of 
South  Carolina  and  hVeJl  Florida,  competent  for  the  purpofe  of  thefe  legifla¬ 
tures,  regulating  their  traders,  whilft  among  the  Creeks,  Chickefaws,  &c. 
And  as  to  the  few  Indians  remaining  in  New  England  and  Nova  Scotia,  ic 
will  be  unneceftary  to  make  any  new  provifions  for  the  controul  of  their 
traders  as  the  laws  of  thefe  provinces  are  quite  fufficient  for  that  purpofe. 
If  this  plan  is  adopted  by  government,  the  provinces  of  Canada  and  New 
York  will  effedtually  regulate  their  great  trade  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  with 
the  numerous  tribes  weftward  and  northward  of  the  lakes  Ontario,  Erie, 

Huron,  Michigan,  Michilimacanack,  &c. - the  propofed  7iew  colony  on  the 

Ohio  will,  from  obligations  of  intereft  and  fafety,  not  only  fully  maintain 
the  boundary  line  on  that  river,  but  eftablifli,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  a  proper  fyftcm  of  commerce  with  the  tribes  of  Mingocs,  Shawneffe, 

Delawares, 
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Belawares^  Wiafuhts^  Miamis^ 
Scutb  Carolina  will  fix  fair  Tariffs 
for  the  faithful  prefcrvation  of 
IVeJl  Florida  and  South  Carolina. 
With  t\\(t  Creeks^  Chickefaws^  &C.- 
this  'plan  (the  offspring  of  many 
commerce)  fhould  not  loon  be 


KiccapouSy  PianquichaSy  See. — Virginia  and: 
with  the  CherokeeSy  and  make  proper  laws 
their  boundary  line ;  and  the  provinces  of 
will,  in  like  manner,  regulate  their  trade 
-But  if,  from  negledt  or  any  other  caufc, 
years  praftical  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
adopted,  adminiftration  will  find,  that  a 


general  Indian  war  will  be  the  certain 
inlhficient  and  impolitic  feheme  for 
Indian  trade. 


and  fpeedy  confequence  of  the  prefenc 
the  regulation  of  the  North  American- 


f 


f 
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Material  parts  of  the  King  s  Proclamation  of  0 Bober  the  jth,  1763. 


It  is  juil  and  reafonable,  and  eflential  to  our  interefl: 
iTx.  and  the  intereft  and  fecurity  of  our  colonies,  that  the  feveral  na¬ 
tions  or  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  we  are  conne6led,  and  who  live 

r  fliould  not  be  molehed  and  difturbed  in  the  pof- 

lelTion  of  fuch  parts  of  our  dominions  and  territories,  as  not  having  been 
ceded ^  to  or  purchafed  by  us^  are  referved  to  them^  or  any  of  them,  as  their 
hunting  grounds  ^  we  do  therefore,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy-council 
eclare  it  to  be  our  royal  will  and  pleafurc,  that  no  governor  nor  com- 
mander  in  chief  in  any  of  our  colonies  of  Rebeck,  Eafl  Florida  or  Weft 
Florida,  do  prefume,  of  any  pretence  whatever,  to  grant  warrants  of 
purvey,  or  pafs  any  patents  for  lands  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  refpediive 
‘‘  governments,  as  described  in  their  commiffions ;  and  alfo  that  no  governor  or 
commander  in  chief  of  our  other  colonies  or  plantations  in  America  pre- 
«  fume,  for  the  prefent,  and  until  our  further  pleafure  be  known  to  grant 
«  warrants  of  furvey,  or  pafs  patents  for  any  land  beyond  the  heads  or 
fources  of  any  of  the- rivers  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  from  the 
weft  or  from  the  north-weft,  or  upon  any  lands  whatever,  which  not 
haying  been  ceded  to  or  purchafed  by  us,  as  aforefaid,  are  referved  to"  the 
“  faid  Indians,  or  any  of  them. 


And  we  further  declare  it  to  be  our  royal  will  and  pleafure,  for  the 
“  prefent,  as  aforefaid,  to  referve,  under  our  fovereignty,  protediion  and  do- 
‘‘  minion,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Indians,  all  the  lands  and  territories, 
not  included  within  the  limits  of  our  faid  three  new  governments,  or  within 
the  limits  of  the  territories  granted  to  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  company  ;  as 
“  alfo  all  the  lands  and  territories  lying  to  the  weftward  of  the  fources  of ’the 
rivers  which  fall  into  the  fea  from  the  weft  and  north- weft  as  aforefaid  • 
and  we  do  hereby  ftridly  forbid,  on  pain  of  our  difpleafure,  all  ou? 
“  loving  fubjedls  from  making  any  purchafes  or  fettlements  whatever,  or  taking 
“  poffeffion  of  any  of  the  lands  above  referved,  without  our  efpecial  leave  and 
“  licence  for  that  purpofe  firji  obtained. 


J  The  Six  Nations  /cr  the  lands  n.veJ}nsjard  of  the  Allegany  mount ain^  and 

sajlnxsardoi  the  ri^er  Ohio,  Jo  Id  them  to  the  king  in  November  1768  ;  confequently  the  de- 
lign  of  the  proclamation  in  this  refped  ceafes. 

D  «  AnJ 


“  And 
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And  we  do  further  ftriftly  enjoin  and  require  all  perfons  whatever, 

“  who  have  either  wilfully  or  inadvertently  feated  themfelves  upon  any 
“  lands  within  the  countries  above  deferibed,  or  upon  any  other  lands, 

‘‘  which,  not  having  been  ceded  to  or  purchafed  by  us^  are  ftill  referved  to  the 
the  faid  Indians  as  aforefaid,  forthwith  to  remove  themfelves  from  fuch 
“  fettlements, 

▼ 

“  And  whereas  great  frauds  and  abufes  have  been  committed  in  the 
“  purchafing  lands  of  the  Indians,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  our  intereft, 
and  to  the  great  diflatisfadion  of  the  faid  Indians  :  in  order  therefore  to 
“  prevent  fuch  irregularities  for  the  future,  and  to  the  end  that  the  Indians 
«  may  be  convinced  of  our  juftice  and  determined.refolution  to  remove  all 
‘‘  reafonable  caufe  of  difeontent,  we  do,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy-council, 
ftridly  enjoin  and  require,  that  no  private  perfon  do  prefume  to  make 
any  purchafe  from  the  faid  Indians,  of  any  lands  referved  to  the  faid 
Indians  within  thofe  parts  of  our  colonies  where  we  have  thought  proper 
to  allow  fettlement  ^  but  that  if  at  any  time,  any  of  the  faid  Indians 
“  fhould  be  inclined  to  difpofe  of  any  of  the  faid  lands,  the  fame  fhall  be  pur- 

chafed  only  for  us,  and  in  our  name,  at  fome  public  meeting  or  aflembly  ^ 

«  of  the  faid  Indians,  to  be  held  for  that  purpofe  by  the  governor  or  : 

“  commander  in  chief  of  our  colony  refpedlively  within  which  they  fhall 
“  lie  i  and  in  caie  they  fhall  be  within  the  limits  of  any  proprietaries,  ^ 

“  conformable  to  fuch  diredions  and  inftrudtions  as  we  or  they  fhall  think  j 

“  proper  to  give  for  that  purpofe/’  r  v  r  , 
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